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TRUE 


HEAVENLY RELIGION = 


RESTORED, &c. 


' 1T1NTRODUCTION. 


T may be ſaid, worthy Chriſtians, 
. that the Beginning of all Impiety 
is a Diſregard of the Invitations of God, 
a Neglect of his Callings, repeated in ſo 
many important Moments of Life, in 


ſo many Voices of holy Men, in ſo 


many great Events of the World. 


For it is impoſſible, from the Mercy 
of God, which is as infinite as his Juſ- 
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tice, that, deſiring the eternal Happineſs 
of all, he ſhould ſuffer any Man to run 


Into Indifference. or Error, into Sin, 


into Damnation, without recalling him 
inceſſantly through every moving Hint, 


or through every more ſtriking Revela- 
tion of his Os; or. of his red. 


But who Man has loſt the Senſe af 


this inviting Mercy, all is loſt; and 


thence begins the wild Courſe of Im- | 
Piety. 


This is equally the Caſe with a Peo- 


ple and an Individual; with a Chriſ- 


tian's Life, and whole Periods of Man- | 


> ame 


Conſider all the great Changes on 


the Face of the Globe - the deep Dark- . 
neſs of Nations formerly enlightened 3 
the wild Errors and bloody Tumults of 

Sects; all the Truths, the heroic Vir- 


ny: the bleſſed Lives of holy Men, 
5 loſt 


5 4 3 

loſt to us; the preſent Confuſion, In- 

difference, gay Impiety, ſplendid Hor- 

rors of Sin- all coming only from a 
Want of Attention to what is true or falſe, 

right or * Heaven or Hell. 


For what i imports you all the F ullieſs 


of Divine Light, if, infatuated with the 
vain Charms of the World, or with your 


: own Conceits, you do not deign to open 
To: n | 


Without Attention all will bi eter- 
vally loſt. 


Miracles; "IR TORY Truths of Heas 
ven; all the Splendors of the Grace of 


God, all the awful warning Lightnings 
ol his Wrath, may paſs by you unobſer- 


ved, may vaniſh, and you remain in the 


a and dark Pride of Daintation, 


"Therefore, dear Brethren, if any 


Light of Bleſſedneſs come near, if any 
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good and heavenly Work, any Von. 
der of the Almighty, any Revelation of 
the Almerciful, ſhine to us—let us look 


| to it with a ſacred Earneſtneſs, let us 


meet the approaching Brightneſs of our 85 : 
Father s Glory. 


"Boe dich a great Thing I announce 
in theſe Pages. And I announce it to 
you, Chriſtians of higher Senſe ! Be- 
cauſe, as in important civil Matters it 
is the wiſeſt and beſt, and in ſtill grea- 
ter Works, as the ſaving of our Country, 
our Laws and Liberty, it is the moſt 
magnanimous Men and Heroes, to 
whom, in the conſtant Divine Order, 

ue muſt reſort for defending the glorious 
Caauſe of all ſo even in this ſame Divine 

Order, are Mu the true Men of Hea- 
ven for ſupporting the ſacred Principle 
of univerſal and eternal * 
that 1 is, Religion. 


G 


5 
| God of infinite Mercy gave you his 
Light to fee; and gave you more of 
this heavenly Light, that you might 
lead others. But the ſofteſt Slumber 
may make of your Noon a Midnight : 


O take Care of this ſweet and deadly | 
Slumber : The Sun of the Lord, the 


Sun of Truth, goes on: And the 


Evening comes, with it's Shades, and 


the Horrors of eternal Night. 


This being the ſad Effect of every 


Diſregard to heavenly Truth, which in 
theſe Leaves I will ſhew you deſcending 


from the Lord in a new Glory—I claim, : 
dear Brethren, for ſome Moments your 


Attention. 
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ELIGION! what a great and 
LA. ſacred Word! and which every 
Heart muſt venerate, in the Midſt of 


. it's wild Diſorders, even againſt it's 


Wiſh, even in trembling. And as to 


all nobler Minds, do they not, with ſe- 
cret Adoration, believe Religion to be 


the Bond of Heaven and Earth, to be 
the true Principle of preſent and eter- 


nal Happineſs ? 


Yet, 5 Time, to our Aſto- 
niſnment it muſt be confeſſed, that, as 


high as is this Word from it's Impor- 
tance and Solemnity, as dark as the 
Thing itſelf, as dimmed and clouded 
either by the Wickedneſs or the un- 
bounded Errors of the World. 


F or 


6 


Fur if. reflecting on this grave Sub- 
5 ject, you will-call Religion a Belief or a 


 Faith—a hundred zealous Sects will in- 


ſtantly preſent you a hundred Schemes 
of Belief or Faith; all with one Voice 
rejecting your own as impious. 


If you call Religion a Y/orſorp—all the 
World offers you it's vaſt Variety of 
 Worſhips; which accord only in this 
Point, that your own is mad, 


1f you call Religion an Union with 
God, confiding then to have hit the 


Eſſence of it—you ſee about you the 


Wonders of human Conceit, of heated 
Fancy, all theſe ſelf- made Extaſies in 
every Faith, and how always they that 


have the leaſt of Reaſon claim the moſt 
of Inſpiration or Feeling. You ſtart; - 
the ſame Doubts ariſe, and darken your 


. 5 and as Hope. 
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If you e faxing; I will add 
the Word ſrue, and call my Religion 4 
true Belief, Faith, Worſhip, Union with 
Sod' -O know, that juſt as much does 
every Sect, nay does every Mortal! 


Tf you retort with fome impatient _ 


Pride, But what Regard deſerve all 
- theſe other Sefs ?. that is unjuſt clearly. 
For remember ſo many ſublime Hea- 

thens, ſtill our Maſters in grand Wiſ-. 

dom and grand Virtue ! a Catholic as 

Fenelon, with a vaſt Number! a Jew as 

Moſes Mendelſon, and all their great 

Rabbis !. a Turk as Tograil, and whole 5 

Schools of Sages! a Luther and Calvin! 

a Penn! a 1 or a 4 m4 and 

| ſo on. 


H bo pretend aloud, Vet I prove 
from Scripture !“ do they not almoſt all 
the ſame? with an equal Pomp of Criti- 
ciſm and Genius? And, in Fact, that 
f dead Leiter of external Scripture, what 
oa 5 Uo, Spirit 
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Spirit 1 may not enter into and animate _— 
the moſt evil as the beſt, in Order to 


deceive you infallibly in ſo Divine K -'-- 
Sent? | | 


You will then perhaps, tired, turn 


your Mind off from lofty Pretenſion or 


high uncertain Probability, and reſolve = 
to obſerve ſimply, the Efe# of Religion 
on the Good and Happineſs of Mankind, 


that you thence may ſee, which is the 
genuine; as you know, that the Effect 
of Light is the ſweet all- cheering Day, 


and the Effect of Truth a Reign of Juſ—- 


tice and Happineſs. O then what a 


Proſpect opens before you—of Iniquity 
and Profligacy, of Fury and Perſecution, 


Enormities of Lie and Impoſture, Mur- 


ders, inceſſant Wars, wild impious Fol- 
lies, adored Tyranny, Madneſs of Vice, 
Horror of Miſery, every Abomination! 
And all this chiefly in the Prieſts! And 


all this equally among Heathens, Turks, 


; and Chriſtians? (nay, amid theſe ſtill - : 
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immenſely more l) equally among Pro- 
teſtants, Reformed, and . Catholics ! | 
equally in every Sect, as in your own!“ 
You ſee, aſtoniſhed, that if Hell has. 


_ reigned upon Earth, it has been, always 


and every where, in the very Name of. 


_ Religion. 


| Your Doubts are at the-higheſt, and 


begin to be tormenting. You ſay to 
your own Mind, theſe. great Charac- 


ters diſtinguiſh Truth the Clearne/s and 


- Conflancy of it's own Nature, and the 
good Eff of it to all that is right, to 
Peace in Juſtice, to every Happineſs. 


| Now, Religion inceſſantly differs from 


_ itſelf: And that not only in the enor- 
mous Diverſity of Sects and Opinions; 


but no one Sect differs ſo much from 


. andi her, as the ſame Sect from ſelf i = 


every 
* coping only the Quakers : For the ancient 


Brachmans, as the modern Myſtics,” cannot wy. 5 


called r 


/ as 
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5 every half Century. And the Efea of 


Religion upon the World—God !. what 
haas it been, even to this Day, but Im- 
| Poſture, Madneſs, Blood, Tyranny? 


And all this moſt eminently among 


Chriſtians! Nay where exifted ever a 


Band of Robbers, that did not live 
within itſelf more juſt and Happy, than - 


any VET 88 known : 2 


But Joceking Ace of Grief 
or Indignation, you ſigh for Divine 


Enlightening and true Magnanimity 
you ſay nobly, J will not inflame my 


Mind with this dark Picture of Times 


and infernal Follies, of Sects and their 


Horrors; I will look directly at Religion 


ilſelf now before my Eyes.“ And what 


do you then ſee, F Reader? 


What? 
BELIEF, Ap FORMALITVI 


one the Death of Reaſon, the other the _ 


Death 


| P 13 again the Quakers who, with the 
Myſtics, poſſeſs the only Idea left of true Religion. 


WIT" Meh: AR reg e - 3 1 
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ta 


Death of the Heart ! one the oppoſite of 
Divine Wiſdom, the other the * 
of Divine Love! | 


You wonder, you conſider nearer Tem- 
ples, Prieſts, Hymns, Sermons, all that 
ſacred ſolemn Show, and vain Magniſi- 
cence, which ſerves only to cover 
ſtately, and dignify kingly Lies and 
Titles, kingly mad Luxury, kingly 

Wars, kingly Tyrannies. You ſee the 
holy Doctrine of Prieſts, with it's 
Charms, and ſweet and eaſy Pardons, 
and Glances of Heaven, only ſupport 
the high Courage of Sinning. You muſt 
confeſs at laſt, that if there be upon 
Earth any thing ſupremely falſe and im- 

poſing, it is this very Religion, which 
evidently, from it's Form as from it's 
Effects, proves itſelf to be but 4 _ 1 
F e 


; Sucht is the State of any Chriſtian of 
; Ss Aba v wiſhes - to know the real 
1 | Charger 


Tf & 


Oo on. 

L Character of Truth and Divinity in 
his Religion: A ſad State, a mere 
. of Doubts. 


- Yet there muſt be a Religion: There 


muſt be a ſomething, that unites Hea- 
5 ven and Earth, God and Man! 


wks ſhall we find this ever bleſſed 


Light, Divine from the conftant Brighinefs 
of it's Nature, Divine from both the 


Sweetneſs and Power of it's Influence? 


„ eee js this Religion! ? And vii 
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CHARACTERS or TRUTH. 


E have beheld, though with a 

Glance only, all the Religious 

World in it's Confuſion—frightened at 
that wild Roaring of dark Arguments 
and Opinions upon an Ocean of Doubts 
or 8 N Fe} 


The firſt Thing now is to diſtinguiſh | 
and ſeparate, what ſtill lies blended in . 
that vaſt Confuſion, Heaven and Hell, 
That is, Truth and Falſchood. | : 


| Theſe nk be known WF their own 7 
| natural Characters. | 


7 he great wi Character of Truth | 
is—not human Art, ſplendid Reaſoning, 
Wit, Genius, Learning, high Authority ; 


F ie 7 
all this being the very strength of Error 


E but, on the contrary, the native 
Character of Truth is the 88 . | 


PLICITY. i 


T. s 1 clear of itſelf, or evident ; 


from the Reality of Things and their 


Order, evincing to common Senſe that 


it ſo is, and muſt ſo be. 


. Tv Bein eln il G de 


cauſe Things, with their only natural 


Order, are what _ are as long as they , 
= are. | | 8 


5 5 In efeFing Happineſs, thro' Right- 


| neſs, or in conforming Man to his only 
natural Order; for it is impoſſible that 
Man, being wiſe, can be mad, that is, 


that he, clearly ſeeing, can oppoſe the 


Divine Law and Nature of n and 
of his e own . 


C23 - Hence 


: 
5 


4: 16 þ 
-Aloneo PETE: as a natural Oppoſite, 


the great Character of Fallchood— mY 
hp ; 


1. In it's very N Weben lat 


: Things ave not, is endleſs, Imperfect 
Shades, falſe Orders, may vary as you 


pleaſe. And the Effort of proving that 
which a Thing is not——muſt require 


indeed a mighty Art, ſubtle Wit, Ge- 
nius, Learning, impoſing Authority, 
_ deſpotic prieſtly Law, kingly Violence. 
Whence nothing is more arduous, vo- 
luminous, and high-ſtudied, than Falſe- 


hood ; as nothing is more eaſy than 
Truth, A rr +. 


2. is PETS for ever, 11 | 


depends on Men's Fancy, muſt be, as 
that airy Being itſelf, formed to Times, 
Intereſts, Events, to the very Mien and 

Glances of Objects. | 


8. In 


1 


ta, In confounding every Principle, Law, 


Order of Man. For when all is whatever 


you pleaſe ; when all changes; when the 
higheſt Whim reigns, higheſt in Arti- 
f ce of Wit or Terror of Power: 

what avail then Law, Virtue, Happi- 


O 


neſs? No, all muſt be, what it is, and 


cover was —a high-ſtudied and | moſt 
ſplendid Tumult of Wy and of 
= 7 8 85 1 


| Theſe are the natural Charaltters of 
Truth and Falſehood, formed from the 
moſt ſimple Idea © 70 he and not Io be,” 


and open to all Men. 


If now a Religion be ſuppoſed exiſt= 
ing, this Religion muſt be a Truth; 


that is, ' muſt be—1. Simple and evi- 


dent. 2. Conſtant. 3. Productive of 


Happineſs. And if the Religion of the 
Sects be falſe, you muſt find it, 1. Dark 
and doubtful. 2. Inconſtant and vari- 
able. 3. Ineffetive to Happineſs: 


. Which 
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Which. all fo to be, is in the World | 
the moſt * of all real Facts. 


- 2 you ſen; 5 


1. That the Religion of the Sects, or 


common Religion, is no Religion in 
Truth; and by Conſequence that, gene- 


rally ſpeaking, there exiſts now no Reli- 
gion upon Earth, nor has exiſted from 


Time immemorial. For that little, 


though happy Number, electively formed 
out of—the firſt Patriarehs, the firſt 
Chriſtians, the Sages of India and an- 
cient Egypt, the Myſtics of all Ages, 


the Quakers that Number conſtitutes 


neither a Sect, nor properly a public rm 


Religion. All other good Men of ; 
every Age have enjoyed from Divine 
Juſtice the Reward of their Candour and 


true Love in their nem HOT 


of en nnn. 


2. That 


| ( 9 
2. That true Religion, zn every eſſen- 
tial CharaQer, is the Oppoſite of the 


Religion of the Sects, or common Reli- ; 


gion. 


5 That this true Religion, when 
found, muſt, 1. Satisfy the Mind, in a 
heavenly Manner, with it's native Clear- 
eſs. 2. Muſt fix and form the now 
agitated, reſtleſs, turbulent Humanity 
with it's Con/tancy. 3. Muſt force almoſt, 
| with it's Divine Evidence, Man to be 
; Joits and Py 


And this, this is the eternally true 
 _ Ideaof a Religion that ſhall deſerveit's 
auguſt Name. This 1s che high e 8 
8 of our Inquiry! + 


| But what is, _ where ſhall we find— — 
this enlightening and. animating Di- 
| vinity of our Soul, this ſupreme Beauty | 
elan Warld2 
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DIVINE ORDER. 


H E moſt ſimple, firſt, and uni- 
verſal Idea of Religion is—that 
it is ſomething ſacred, that unites Hea- 


ven and e Goa SE __ 


Now, Reader, what is it that unites 


Things ?— 
«ORDERY. 


And that you may ſee clearly it's true 


Nature, expreſſive of all Divine Wiſ- 


dom, confider only, what is. ſo evident. 
to common ws | $45 


TH: That RES wholly diſperſed give an 
Idea of nothing; that Things in a Confu- 


A from an half Exiſtence, on a Scene 


of Gloom and Horror, tend to nothing; 
and that Things in à real Oppoſition, ſub- 
„ ſiſt 


= 21 ) | 
at o not a W but from their 


Power of Balance, that is, =_ their 
Order. 7 


2. That it is the eternal, moſt ſub- 
lime Character of Heaven and God to 
influence Life, Light, and every Bliſs ; 
and the Character of the Earth and Man 


to receive, according to Degrees of Per- 
| JT . 


3. That all is all that it 1 FOR 
1 * Source and creating Principle. 
Whence it is true, ſimply, that the 

leaſt Grain of Duſt on the Earth, and 

the leaſt Devil of the Abyſs, equally | 
have all their Being and Power, their 
little Bliſs and Beauty, all and in every 
nſtant, from their great inſt Principle, 
Heaven and God. 


What a clear and Divine Neceſſivy of 
Order! when, without it, nothing can 


be conceived ; neither a Univerſe in it- 
. elt. 
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ſelf, nor the Connection of any Thing i 
with it's Cauſe, nor Continuance and 


Action, nor the Subſiſtence of the leaſt 
Mote in the 1 c a | 


Order Order, i is the mkvertal Power 


- of Union, between all the innumerable- 


Parts of grand Nature, between the laſt 


Effect and the firſt Cauſe, between Hea- 
ven and Earth, God and * 


weigh, confides; and with all your 
Thought, with all the Art of Genius, 


with all the Subtlety of Hell, you ſhalf 


not be able to conceive another fr/?' 
Principle of all that is, than Al Me- 
TINESS; nor another ſecond Principle of 
Life and Exiſtence, of conſtant Action 


in Nature, of general Bliſs; of general 
Beauty, than OrpEs.. And as Gop- 
has made all from his infinite Love 


through his Power, ſo he has formed 


all from his infinite Wiſdom . 


Order. 1 
338 
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This is ſaid of Order from the Neceſ- 
ſity of it's own Nature, from it's very 
Idea. But look to ſimple, open Expe- 

rience, and you will find that all both 
Being and Well-being in common Life 
reſts only upon a natural Order; nay, 

that Wickedneſs itſelf is impoſſible _ 
without a certain Order to Hell, juſt as 
Goodneſs is an Order to Heaven; and 
that every more exquiſite Evil has it's 
true Proportions, and Smiles, ſo to ſay, 
of helliſh Ty. 5 


But as ; Order is the Principle of all 
Life and Exiſtence, of all Power and 
| Beauty, of every Thing's Subſiſtence ; ſo 
it is, in a ſtill higher Manner, the 

Source of Excellence to Man not only 


zs an Animal of common Nature, but 


even as a Mind or rational Being. For 


if the two real Grandeurs of Man be 


Truth and Virtue; and, as to Truth, 
our Mind does not conceive any Thing 
in itſelf or it's own Effence, but all 
Things 
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Things only in their Series and mutual 


Action, that is, Order; and, as to Vir- 


tue, Man cannot act eminently but ac- 


- cording to the beft Order of Things in 


His Mind; is it not clear at laſt; that 


Order is the Principle of all both our 
; Truth ang Virtue ?. | 


In this Moment the Thought ſud- 


1 n to pane: Soul: 


But n is Ruge the higheſt 


Truth, and the higheſt Virtue ! And 


thus, certainly is Religion the Under- 


- landing of Divine Order, and the Will 


of Divine Order; that is ſimply, the 


living Idea, the true Senſe, the Principle | 
5 Onven i in our Mind!“ 


All 1 with the whole Reaſoning 


of this Chapter, far from all high and 


ſubtle Art, may be expreſſed in this moſt 


clear Idea: That, as to Gop himſelf 
it has not been poſſible, either once to 


ſee 


= 4-5 1 

ſee and form the Univerſe, or ſince to 
act upon, inſpire with Life and Power, 
conſerve that immenſe grand Being, 


without Order ;,——ſo Man, with his 
Spark of Divinity e even in his dim native 
Diuſt, can neither look up to Gop in 
—. ruth, nor act towards Gop in Truth, 
nor receive the leaſt Influence of heaven- 
ly Life and Power, but within that ſame 
Divine Order.” | | 


Sony then, to find all the Truth, 
the ſimple eternal Law, the whole ma- 

jeſtic Splendor, of RELIGION—is to 
find ny Driving ORDER! 


And this is the third Degree in our 
Inquiry; the firſt being the Nature of 
Truth, the ſecond the Idea of Religion 

in general, the third the ou Syſten, 


of true Religion. 


. deer we proceed, now that 
we know all Divine Truth, and Divine 
D RE Power 


— 2 


90 


. gar 8 
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Power to be found only in Order, for + 
Trial of our new Principle, let us e 


our firſt Queſtion: 


« What is it that unites Things?“ 


Is it Hymns and Prayers? Is it Ser- 
mons and Statelineſs of Temples ? Is it 
high myſterious Belief? Is it even Tears 
and Contemplation, or devout awful So- 
litudes? No. What is it then that unites 
Things? What is that grand Power, 


that ſacred ſomething, that unites GoD 
| and Man ? 


ORDE R, 
Divine ORDER ! of which the living 


Idea, the Principle in our "ind, is 
true "a | 


Wande you fon, at the very firſt 


Dawn of heavenly Truth, the Vanity, 


nay the pompous Impoſture, of all vul- 


CHAP. | 


x 77 J . 


HUMAN WISDOM. 
' DISCOVERIES os GENIUS. 
VIRTUE AND HEROISM. 


AN is hue one; Nabu is but 
one; Truth is but one. Theſe 


are common Maxims. But, more 


: clearly ſtill, the Divine Order, which is 


3 22 % 122 lol HP 
eta grand Objetofour Exon decge, 


is but one. 


Whence it follows that there can- 
not be two different Manners of diſ- 


w covering Truth, 


And, conſequently, that in the ſame 
Way Men have found their firſt and moſt 
ſimple, their loweſt Truths, in juſt the 
5 n my ought to find the more _ | 
| ä more 


E 
i maaoore diſtant, and higheſt. Till at laſt 
i. | they may have, as it were, a Glance of 7 
10 the whole Truth—whoſe ſupreme Splen- 
1 Asor to approach, God gave us Eternity. 

| 


i Nou, in Truth for us, that is, what 
; we know, or Human Wiſdom-—there 
are three Degrees. 


5 I. Wnar 18, and what is not: Real 
bo Being, and Nothing. . This Degree 
forms —ſimple Certainty, or Evidence. 
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f Nk̃rcceſſity of a Thing's Nature, or the 
* very Idea of it: From the Order of Cau- 

4 | ſes and Effects. This Degree forms . 

i | : frrongeſl. Inference, or what is called ex- 

p =  cdlent Reaſoning, and Diſcovery of 

4 | . f Truth. | | 

' 


UI. Wnar Mar BE. This Degree 
founded on the Reſemblance of 
6.1 . Senſe, or on the Reſemblance of Reaſon, 
= © = called 
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called EI forms light Infe- 


7 rence, or Probability. 


| The f 88 though undoubtedly 
the moſt neceſſary and moſt Divine, 
is equally for all the World, neither 
pains nor charms any Man, preſents. 
no Cauſe for Cenſure or Glory. No- 

body, for Inſtance, comes vaunting 


* that he has diſcovered the Sun; and 


nobody diſputes it's Being. Le offer. 
us Truths of this Nature, were as if a 
Man, pretending to give a Feaſt, would: 


regale us with Air and Water which. 
are undoubtedly more neceſſary and. 


Divine, than all the luxurious Diſhes. 
in n the World. : | 


| The ſecond 3 there is the ard | 
Field of Genius; the now dark, then | 
- ſplendid, always variable World of. 
Human Wiſdom ; the Empire of Rea- 
ſon. To fix Truth here, would be as 
10 fix the Sun in the external World, and 
. give: - 


6 36 


give an everlaſting Spring with the 


Smiles of conſtant Happineſs. Do not 


deſpair, O Reader, in the Gloom of a 


falſe Compariſon! The outward World 


is bound to Laws of Neceflity ; the in- 


ward mental World is free. Truth. 
may be fixed there, and reign in all 


the _ of it's Divine 1 i 


The are wks is more intellectual | : 


Amuſement, Pleaſure, or artful Pain, 
Luxury! But exactly as you ſee in the 


World about us, that Men have ſcorned 


the Divine Principle of what is neceſſary; 


have neglected the Laws of Humanity 


and their ſocial State, to contrive with 
endleſs Art or Violence falſe ones; have 
given themſclves all up to the high Pain 


and inceſſant Study of mad Luxuries— 


Jui /ointhe intellectual World, in Regard | 


to the three Degrees of Truth : They 


commonly ſcorn the firſt; neglect the 


ſecond; but are mad with the third. 


2 8 they for ever r play with Conjec- | 
Shoes, 


(31 ) 
tures, Interpretations, Novelties, idle 
Words and Notions! There they ſpend 


. their thinking Lives at the ſumptuous, 
often cruel, equally ſtately and ſhame- 


ful, Mock-fight of Opinions. 


| Now, in the ſecond Degree of Truth, 


| calledby us the World of Human Wif- 


dom, the Empire of Reaſon, the Field 


- of Genius—there moves Religion, Phi- 


loſophy, Science; and there is. our 
Fe: 


Al tht to us has the higheſt Ap. f 


pearance 7o be, we may call evident. 
Yet here our Object is not open Fact, 


or the Evidence of Senſe; not the 
Glance of Reſemblance, or the Evi- 
dence of Fancy; but — Proof, from what 


mu be, or the Evidence of Reaſon. 
This Evidence is properly ne and 
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The man: of this Wiſdom, Ss. 


Diſcovery, is—what muſt be, from the 


Nature of Things, and the neareſt Idea 
to this mf be, ORDER. Firſt, the 


nothing can be of nothing, called 


Principle of Being or Cauſe: Secondly, 


the Order of exiſting, together with mu- 
tual Action, or the Order of Propor- 
tions, called Harmony. . 


"All dis eee e 


Reaſon confirmed, is from theſe great 
Orders. From the firſt, the Origin of 


Things and the Chain of Nature; from 


the ſecond, all that is Law. 


And, as there is in the ne 


oaly one Divine Order; and Truth, 


Virtue, Religion, are all equally but the 


Principle of this Order, living in our 
Mind; ſo there remains for us this only 


noble Effort, to form an Idea of the 


Divine Order, from what muſt be as to 


2% Nu 


„ 
Cauſe and Harmony, that is, from the 
Nature of this Order itſelf. x 


© Sock is he only en 0 of : 
| TR UT H 


= 80, 9 the Ancients, in their, ſo 
to ſay, dim Sublimity, the Twilight of 
primitive Wiſdom——fancied Heavens 
over Heavens up to the firſt Mover, 
: and the mutual Influence of all Things 


in Proportion of Power; when their 


Zokoas TER ſaw—from the ſilent Eter- 
pity, an immenſe Light inſenſibly con- 


quering an immenſe Darkneſs; Hermes 
Lan Infiniiy of Emanations;  Orenevs 
of Gods and Goddeſſes blooming out 
8 of chaotic Nature; PyTHAGORAas—of 
Numbers from the firſt One; PLaro—. - 
of Ideas from the firſt Mind, &c. all. 
bis was ſtill a Glimmering of the great 
Divine Order; though a Divine Order 
formed - moſtly in the third Degree of 
Truth, in the Evidence of magic 
Fancy, 5 
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Fancy, from mere Glances of Reſem- 
blance. 


But when Nzewrox uttered that great 


Thought, The Univerſe is a Balance, — 
he ſaw the Order of Proportions, the 


Syſtem of the Heavens, with an Evi- 


dence of Reaſon, or in the fimple Ne- 


ceſſity of Nature. Though yet the An- 
cients expreſſed that, as it ſeems, more 
ſublimely—calling the Univerſe a mu- 


| fical Harmony, and meaſuring even the 


Tone and Interval of every dere 


| When Corenxrevs gave us the ſolar 3 
Syſtem, and bad not the Heavens roll 
for the Earth's Sake, but the Earth for 


the Heavens“ Sake——he could not. 


e the Divine ROY of Order. 


| When Huyczns, knowing the Pla-. 


nets to be Earths, and the Stars to be 
Suns, inferred the former to be adorned 


with Animals, Men, Republics; ; the 
| "ere 


„ | 
latter about them with Earths and 
Moons — ſtarting at this vaſt and grand 
View, he ſaid in his Mind, “But ſuch 
is the very Idea of an Earth and of a Sun! 
by the Wiſdom of God, it muſt ſo be! 
this, and this only, is Order! Nay, 
HzERScHEL has added, from the ſame 
great Thought of Order, that all theſe 
ſolar Syſtems ſtill form another Syſtem, 
immenſely grand, about a. firſt Sun of 
Suns ! Bog | 


When Lz1Bx1tz, that luminous Ge- 
nius, taught this Univerſe to be the 
beſt paſſible, or ſimply and perfectly 
good, he proved from the ſublime Idea 


that even a Diſorder, . exiſting within 


the Law of the ſupreme Divine Order, 
muſt be a Part thereof, and in it's Orbit 
what it ſhould be. All his Philoſophy is 
but a Radiance of Order, as far as the 
Gloom of vulgar deſpotic Religion did 
permit. He hada Glanceoftrue Religion: 


He gave us the Law of Continuity: He 
| | ſaw 


— mm , —— — — 
5 - 
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5 far the Divine Plan of Cauſes and 
Harmonies. But one moſt. ſtriking 
D.iſcovery of his Genius, only from the 
| Idea of Order, was this: “ You ſhall 
find, ſaid he to the World of Philoſo- 
phers, between the Kingdoms of Plants 
and Animals, Beings of ambiguous Na- - 
ture, which unite theſe Kingdoms in | 
2 Chain.” Thoſe Beings are found; and , 
| Philoſophy -honours his Gegins in ado- | 
. * Ortler. 1 


And i in this ſame Way every err 
Truth was found. 


. rc Sateen itſelf is kindled and 
lives only in the Idea of Order: All 
Order being a Beauty attracting Love, 
an Orbit of Happineſs, a little Heaven. 
For Virtue is not mere Power, which 
a Satan, a Tyrant, an Highwayman, 
may poſſeſs eminently: But it is the 
4 active Principle and the Love of Oraer, 


iu inal it's Divine Degrees. 
1 | . And 


a dj 2) pw 


5 | 
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5 

And fo Man, in the grand natural 
Orbit of his Exiſtence, at the firſt Dawn 
of Life, moves rudely among the Objects, 
offends, and learns the Order of an 
animal Being; then of a Family, with 
every common Affection; then of 

Love and Friendſhip; then of active 

Life, and his Place among Men; then 

of Society; then of Humanity ; then of 

| mn as conſidered by an elevated 
| Mind. : 


5 In theſs Orders, or Degrees of one 

Order, you find all the Virtues-—of 
Animality, of Gratitude and Attach- 
ment, of Love, of common Worth and 
Honeſty, of a Citizen, of a * and 
of — e 


Still more 8 are all theſe Virtues 
but one continuing Love of Order, as 
an higher and higher Beauty, Happineſs, 
Heaven. And as HzroisM, or grand 
Virtue, is in every Degree, the Sacri- 
& fice 


——— . 


To, 


* fice of a an \Inferice Love to an higher— 3 


how clear that this Heroiſm, as all and 


. every Virtue, exiſts only in a n Idea 


of Order! 


. we bee conſidered Virtue only 


in A without it's inner Motive, in 
the brighteſt Day of Human Wiſdom ; 
in Order to ſhew the genuine Principle, 
and the Way, of Truth and Diſcovery. 
; | * TR EE 1 


But when we ſhall view the whole Di- 


ine Order—whoſe living Idea in our 
Mind is the higheſt Truth, and the 
| higheſt Virtue, is Trus ReLIGion— 


then all theſe other Truths and Virtues 
ſhall appear to us as the faint Light or 


the unequal Glances of a Sun hid in 
ee RE. 


CHAP. 


1 8 1 


. . , 
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UNIVERSE or DIVINE ORDER. 
SPIRITUALITY. 


O w . heavenly 
Truth, or Religion, is the Idea 
of Divine Order, and this Divine Order 
is as conſtant as Gop—haw ſtriking, yet 
to ſee that endleſs e of common 
Religion! | 55 


8 This proves the fanatical deſpotic. 

Character of this Religion of Seh never 
to admit a Demonſtration, a pure Evi- 
dence; when it relies, with heatheniſh; 
Pomp, on the mere human Authority 
of a dictated Faith, nay often on the 
helliſh Power of Swords and Flames. 


And thus every one of it's Articles may 
be in Turns „ That you pleaſe, abſurd or. 
wy WE reaſonable, 


( 40 ) 


reaſonable, impious or holy, without 


inner Connection, Simplicity, Evidence 
of itſelf : Thus, in it's whole, it may 


both cauſe and precipitately followW— 
the turbulent and bloody Revolutions 
of Sects, all the wild Changes of Times, 
of reigning Powers, of Fancy. 


55 Nay, what is Rill more ſtriking, this ; 
Religion may change it's whole Charac- 
ter, and from one Extremity paſs to 


another. So, all was formerly Sporits 
and ſpiritual Powers, nay Spectres, 
Witchcraft, Influence of Stars and 
Demons, Magic of every Power in Na- 
tare: And now, hardly a Suſpicion of 
| Spirits is left. To that Degree is this 
Religion become modern and deiſtical. 


And fo little therefore can this Re- 
ligion reſiſt Infidelity, that, from Vanity 


or Weakneſs, it ſhrinks every Day for 


the rifing, brilliant, triumphantly ſmi- 


ma. In a ſhort 
| Time a 
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Time this whole fainting Light ſhall 
vaniſh, and leave us but the wild, 
unequal, and dreadful Splendor of 
Hell. Le . | 


Reader! is it poſſible, aſk your Rea- 
ſon and your Conſcience, poſſible that 
a God of infinite Truth ſhould have 
given us ſuch a falſe, ever changing, dim 
Meteor, for heavenly Ligbt? No: This 
Light muſt be as Himſelf, * | 
L bright and conſtant. | 


ee iv Divine Orders and ſo is 
the Idea of it, or true Religion. 


This true Religion, as every Science 
or Wiſdom, we muſt find in the ſecond 
Degree of Truth, p- 15, ) and diſcover 
from what mu / Se, according to the | | 

very Idea of Gov, of Nature, of a Di- | 


Line Su. 


The ben Thing that muff be is, 
| ' a. SonnrTHinG: And, in che higheſt 


Degree, Something infinite, or 
Mm Fi 


| Secondly, if this Something poſſeſs: 


Power and Motion, as is the Fact. 


5 6 oF Sis; 2 Or 
a univerſal Action in the Series 
of Cauſes and Effects. 


IT Thirdly, becauſe an Effect can never 
155 be either greater and mightier than it's: 
It KClauſe, or unequal to it, 


III. A vnrvensar PrororTror,. Pe- 
f pendence, Correſpondence: That 
f - „5 Univerſe of en 


3 | Now let us ſee what follows from | 
* theſe Laws. . | 
V 


„ 
Firft Order of Cmſequencer. 


From the firſt + Law or Evi- 
dence of Reaſon follows—the Exiſtence 
of an infinite Being, or of Gop :. 2. This 

grand Truth, that from Gob in his im- 
menſe Glory down to the leaſt Atom 


in the leaſt Shade of the Abyſs, there 


exiſts Something, and muſt be a conſtant 
Chaim of Beings. For no Madneſs can 
be higher than any where to fancy or 
conceive Nothing, whoſe very Idea in 

our Mind is that n is not to be con- 


ceived... | 


And this. Neceſſity of the Negation— 
| of Nothing, and the Affirmation—of 
Something, in the Order of Things, 


has the Tame Power. You may conceive 


the Univerſe as an infinite Line or 
Number from Gop as it's firſt Indiviſi- 
ble or Unity, which is the moſt ſimple 
Idea; or as an immenſe Circle from 
Gop as wy Center, which i is the moſt 

perfect 


"tai 


bed. Ka and that clades every | 
her. | - 


Hue further, if from the immenſe. 
Glory of Gop down to the leaſt Atom 
in the leaſt Shade of the Abyſs, there. 
muſt exiſt Something, and conſequently 
be a Chain of Beings—it follows that 
Beings muſt be conceived equally in the 
loweſt and the higheſt Regions, and in 
all the invi/ible Spaces of the Univerſe. 
Nothing can ever be conceived any 
 .._ where 10 be; nor any Thing conceived. 
355 to be for Nothing. Now no Circle or 

Orbit of Beings can, in the Unity of 
Divine Order, be without rational Ones 
Sof which all poſſible Yariety and Gra- 
dation, moſt eminently 1s to be inferred 
at once from the Idea of Order, from 
the . Deſire of Divine Love, from the 
| Grandeur of Omnipotence. Such in- 
wi/ible rational Beings, we call SeIrITs, 
and the higheſt or neareſt to Gop Ax- 
GELS, They muſt then exiſt! 6 


3 


T4) 


All theſe Beings, viſible, inviſible, | 
higheſt, middle, loweſt—muſt be in 
the moſt perfect Order of Series and 
proportionate Power, that is, of uni- 
verſal Harmony, In this immenſe 

Order Gop reigns, influences Life and 

Light, conſerves all, the eternal Source 
ol all, the eternal Sun of all. 


Bur as it is in the Nature of a Spirit 
or rational Being, from it's eſſential 
Mull, Liberty, Power of Choice, to be 
Jod or evil, to be in the Light of Gon 
or in the Darkneſs of it's awn idolized 
Self ſo, in that immenſe Variety of Spi- 


its or inviſible rational Beings inferred 


above, even this Difference, we may 


ſafely fay, myſt be: For all this in the 


Order of Gop is ſimply uatural, as the 
Circle of Day and Night, and as all 
common Oppoſites, light and dark, 
hot and cold, fine and unpleaſing, 
Pain and Delight, Love and Hatred, 


5 at * Vice 1 Virrue, Wiſdom and 


"” 


” 0 4 „ 


| Folly, that 1 is, Good and Bull all F ay, | 
in the vaſt and grand, ever moving, 
ever revolving Order of God, is ſo na- 
tural, carries with'itſelf in our Reaſon a 
Neceſſity to be inferred from that Di- 
vine Order. Evil Spirits, or inviſible 
rational Beings, we call Devils. Such 
Beings muſt then be thought to exiſt; = 
and if exiſting, muſt be thought to 
exiſt with all the univerſal Variety of 
Things, with all the univerſal Grada- 
ion of Order, as. leaſt, TR . 3 
i &c. | EY 


An inviſible World wa then be! a 
Univerſe of what is higheſt, middle, 
_ loweſt, in the Order of Minds, as in that 

of Bodies! a Univer/e of Spirits! a Uni- | 
verſe of Ange and Devils! 


5 1 nis 8 of what muſt be, 
af a continual Something well con- 
ceived, of a Divine Univerſe or total 
ner” in it's very Idca—this Conſe-- 

"quence | 


41 
| quence is a Proof a priori, an inner 
Proof from the Nature of a Thing, at 
once the higheſt and irreſiſtible, a mere 
nne 7 1 | 


Vet, you may give 9 Proof ill a 
new Light from the Infinity of God, that 
18, from the Cauſe of the Univerſe. 


4 For if you FRE" FUR any Thing, 
any Being, even the leaſt Atom, could be 
in the grand Order, and is noi, you con- 
_ ceivein that Inſtant a Bound to Infinity, 
an Exception to Omnipotence ; you con- 
ceive a Want of Power, either from 
Neceſſity that forced, or from Neglect 
which is Weakneſs. And if from his 
infinite Love to create Happineſs you 
except only one and the leaſt Object 
poſſible, the leaſt Mind, the leaſt Being 
of Intellect and F celing- then you 
ſtill forget his Infinity, you offend that 
Heart of immenſe Mercy, you mean to 


reaſon i in uttering! a Blaſ Phemy. 


All 


— 
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| All 5 can be conceived in and with 72 5 
the Divine Order muſt then be. 
But moſt neceſſarily ſo, if even this Or- 
der itſelf cannot be conceived without 
ſuch Beings or Regions of Beings. 


So perfectly does Reaſon abhor that 
ſad ſavage Stupidity, which has created 
the immenſe Waſte and Solitude of Na- 
ture, the horrid 1 or nn 
of the nn of Go! 5 


But that fad e ſo often called | : 


Religion, and ſo dark and void itſelf— 
formed a Divine Order to it's Likeneſs. 
nſtead of a true and demonſtrated, a 


ſelf-evident Religion, there has pub- 
licly exiſted upon the Earth nothing 


but a mere deſpotic, tumultuous, 


Wr wh of CEOs: 


A Barbarity in Truth! For if even 


this Evidence or Neceflity of Reaſon, 
now N did not exiſt- there is 


yer 
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yet a moſt ſimple Inference open to all 


from common Experience, a Proof a poſ- 
teriori, that would have ſtruck every 
Mind with it's Splendor, if not bound 


in dark Servitude by religious Tyranny, 


and not with-held violently from ſeeing 
the glorious World of Gop. 


This Progf is the following. 


In the great Plan of the Univerſe you | 
ſee every known Region or Element 


abound with Beings of a Nature analo- 
gous to that Region, which Beings are 


as it's People and Citizens, and whence 


our Fancy has caught the Idea of calling 


ſome of theſe Regions, the neareſt to us, 
Kingdoms of Nature. On the Surface of 


the Globe you find Men and- Animals ; 


in the Ocean amazing Crouds of Fiſh; 


in the Air Birds innumerable. Burt is 


| thisall? No: The reſtleſs Wit of Man 
has diſcovered new Worlds of inviſible 


or microſcopic Beings; and knows now 
| E to 
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to an Evidence, that all fearms with 
Life, with Animals—the whole Air, 
all that 1s obſervable, every Herb, the 


Petal of a Flower, the oa Grain of 
Duſt! 


Nay Gen in it's Likenef of the 
Divinity, piercing ſtill deeper, has, from 
the hidden Worms under the Surface of 
the Earth, enlivened all the dark Re- 


gions down to the Center; and from 
thence ſoaring, given Syſtems of Suns 


and hoſpitable Worlds to the Univerſe; 
and to complete the grand Harmony of 


it's Creation, has even dared to ſuppoſe 
congenial Animals in the tremendous 


Fire of the Suns. 


What a Sublimity in Senſes and in 


| Fancy ! Buta Sublimity that ſtill could 


not ſoar to the firſt, the plaineſt Evi- 


| dence of pore A „„ / 


O Won- 


| LT MF 

O wonderous Folly of Man! with 
Sallies of Genius ſo to play upon the 
Surface of the World of Gop, ſo ad- 
mirably to catch it's Mien, and never to 
ſuſpect it's Soul l 


For that tranſcendant Beauty of the 


Divine Univerſe—is it not ſti ll ſuppoſed . 


a grand hollow Statue, a ſublime Head 
without Brain, a Temple void and 
empty; ſtill as the Kingdom of /ome en- 

chanted flowery Spots in a Wilderneſs ! 


And all this from an almoſt Madneſs 
of Inconſequence ! As if it were more 
eaſy, more natural, with common Senſe, 


to form a World by Whims, by Sallies, 


than by one conſtant Order! 


That Genius, which could ſee all this 
external Glory of Suns, of Worlds, of 
Beings— why, with that ſame Glance, 
could it not perceive the Order of higber 
up to * Splendor of Gon, of lower 
| F 2 es down 
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7 evil Spirits in che inviſible World, 
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down to the Night of the Abyſs, of in- 
ner into all the immenſe inviſible Spaces 
of Nature? And as, in the magnificent 
 Vaſinefſs of the external World, from an 
happy divine Thought, this Genius 
did enliven all- hy not even ſo in theſe 
other ſtill grander Regions, of ever 
higher, of ever lower, of inner inviſible, 


conceive Beings congenial, form their 


Orders, and ſee the whole Divine Har- | 
ar, ? | 


But ſo did, tina away, all hin. 


| thirty: And if this Juſtneſs of Reaſon- 
ing, this clear Inference, be neceſſary, 
as it is——the inviſible and ſpiritual 
World, the Univerſe of Beings above 
our bodily Senſes, is proved, by Reaſon 


and Experience with equal Strength, 


from that common great . 


what muſt be. 
And PRE to » che De of good and 


Senſe 


: (53) 


Senſe pd Experience may Rill diſcover 
to us, and prove even this Order, from 


the viſible World. 


For as "ole do find Flowers 


and other Beings, which, as it were, 
open themſelves to the natural Sun, in 


Order to receive it's benign and celeſtial 


Virtue ;- and others, on the contrary, 


that ſhut up and contract themſelves, 


as fond of their little native Spark of | bY 


Fire, which, in their opake Gloomineſs, 
they agitate and rouſe up within them- 


ſelves to a dark fierce Flame, to a ma- 


lignant Quality, to a dreadful Venom— 
and as among the Spirits of Men you 
find them that are open, loving, 
divine; and others which, as horrid 
Slaves or Robbers in their Cave, are. 
chained to their dark ſavage Self, per- 


fidious, Murderers, Devils of every 


Paſſion—ſo in that immenſe variety of 


Spirits, or rational Beings of the invi- 


fible World, mu? be this ſame Dif- 
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ference, all Manner of Choice and * 


tion being free; a Difference, which, 
as a Principle of Oppoſites, ſerves only 


to form the univerſal Motion, the im- 


menſe Richneſs, the marvellous Liran- 
deur of 1bat Warld, as it does of the 


natural. 


| Thus, from what muſt be evidently, 


it is impoſſible ot 70 aſſert in every in- 


viſible, nay in every conceivable Space 


of the Univerſe, the Exiftence of SPIRITS ; 


of every Degree and of every Variety; 
higheſt, middle, loweſt; Angels, De- 


vils, Demons and Genii, Ghoſts, * 
| * IVES, &c. 


Thus all that can be conceived, ir 


and with the Divine Order, and, moſt 


eminently, that without which no Di- 
vine Order at all can be conceived, muſt 


Fs be filled up by our Reaſon, and believed 


in that Order io be: Well conſidering the 


- very Idea and Nature itſelf of a true 


Order 


8) 


Order i in all it's Series and i 
in all it's Harmony. 


For Nothing and Emptineſs, and Deſo- 
lation and Chaos, are the formal Denial 
of Something, and of Something infinite in 
Power, in Wiſdom, in Love, and of all 
Order, and of every clear Idea in our 
Mind; to ſuppoſe them, is equally the 
higheſt Impicty and the * Mad- 
neſs. 


From the /econd eternal Law or Evi- 
| dence of Reaſon it follows that every 
Being, every Thing exiſting, viſible or 
inviſible, the leaſt or the greateſt, good 
or evil, muſt do, muſt work, muſt act 
and operate Something ; and this in juſt 
Proportion of it's Power. 


"iy the former Law proved the im- 
menſe Exiſtence of the Divine Order; ſo 
this 
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„„ 
this: proves the immenſe Aftion of this 
Divine Order. ; 


The firſt Action is from Gop as the 
eternal Sun of the Univerſe, as the Source 
of Lite and Light, the Source of mary 
Bliſs and of every Power. 


95 no ding at firſt could riſe into 
Exiſtence, but from him and by him; 
ſo no Being ſtill can, not, even for an 

Inſtant, continue to exiſt, but from him 
and by him. Down to the laſt Gloom 
of Hell do the Beams of this almighty 
Sun reach: The glittering Grain of 
Duſt, the inviſible Inſect hidden on a 
Leaf, or floating in the Air, the little 
Power and Thought of the leaſt Devil 
in the Abyſs—are ſtill Sparks, are ſtill 
Glances of that immenſe, AEDs. 
and all-vivid Sun. | 


. it 1 the Nature: of Advion 


yniverſally, and ol Prune Action re- 
ceived 


bl 


Life and Order all-Divine, no Shade of 
Evil can be ſeen: The Atom, in it's leaſt 
inviſible Orbit, is as pure, as beautiful, 
as bright of Goodneſs, as the ſolar Syſ- 


F 
ceived in the Order of finite Thing 
to be ſtrongeſt in it's Center, and di- 
minis proportionally ; ſo muſt all that 


is neareſt to Gop poſſeſs the higheſt 


Degree of Divine Life, Light, Bliſs, 
Power ; the middle poſſeſs them in it's 


, Proportion ; and the loweſt, the leaſt, 
Atom, Spirit, Unit of Being, not be 
void of that only Life of Divine Eſſence, 


which forms and actuates all — 


In this 3 and immenſe View of 


tem, and this as all the grand Univerſe 
of Cop. 


But © by Virtue of this ſecond : 
eternal Law of Reaſon—all muſt act, the 


Eſſence of Something being Power, and 


the Eſſence of Power A#ion ; ſo, in the 


immenſe Poſlibility of natural Tendency | 


Or 
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or Motion, and of Spiritual Tendency 


or Motion, that is, Choice, every Va- 
riety of Motion muſt exiſt. 


The four great Varieties of Tendency 


or Motion, univerſally, are—upwards, 


to the Source of Life and Light; down- 


wards, from the Source of Life and 


Light; outtvards, to the vaſt grand Scenes 
and Objects of the World; imwards, to 


Self as a divine Center. 


The ft Tendency or Motion, that 


is, Action, is ſo natural and ſo eſſential to 
Life, and all heavenly Light and Power 
E that every Atom tends to ſpring out of 
it's earthly Abyſs, to be ſublimated and 


vivified by ethereal Spirit; that every 
inviſible Seed opens itſelf to the Sun; 
every Flower expands it's Boſom; that 


the Earth itſelf would periſh without 


ever turning it's gloomy Faces towards 
that vivid Center. And in the inviſible 
Order of Spirits, no Wiſdom, no Virtue, 
VVV | 0. - 
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no Divine Power, is poſſible, but in a 
conſtant mental Tendency—#rom the 


- Glimpſe of Senſe, the Glances of Opi- 


nion, the variable Day of ſocial Reaſon, 
to the pure en Light of univerſal 
Truth. e 


The /econd Tendency or Motion—is 
that of groſs, dark Matter; and, in the 
ſpiritual Order, of all that is mightieſt 
in every to itſelf concentrated, fierce 
and abyſſeal, to Heaven oppoſite 
Quality. 5 


The third Tendency or Motion—is, in 
Nature, that of the noble Vigour which 
expands itſelf, as every organic, vegeta- 
tive, elaſtic, animated, and vivid Power; 


the wonderous Tenſibleneſs of Gold, the 


Splendor of precious Stones, the Spring 
of Air and Fire, the rich Bliſs of aro- 
matic and flowering Trees, the Stars, 
the Sun; and in the Univerſe of Spirits, 
all that 1s. LO: Wiſdom and Gran- 
deur, 
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deur, natural Love and Herein. hea- 

theniſh noble Virtue, /plendid Powers 
without Gop, if not in the mere Re- 
ſplendency of the World. | 


The fourth Tendency or Motion—is, 

in Nature, Contraction, Gloom, forced 
violent Action, dark fierce Flame, ma- 
lignant Quality, Venom; and in the 
ſpiritual Orbit, ſtupid ſavage Wicked- 

| neſs, Obſtinacy and wild Prejudice, 
cruel Ambition, tyrannic Rage, per- 
fidious Iniquity, Murder, deviliſh ill. 


| Now, reflecting on the Cauſe of theſe 
different Motions, as to Spirits whoſe 
Tendency is free, it is evident that the 
third Motion, the nobleſt of thoſe ten- 
ding from Gov, that towards the various 
grand Objects of the World, could never 
reſt on this mere Grandeur, and cauſe 
in the acting Mind a /plendid Atheiſm of 
Thought, of Feeling, of Power—with- | 
_ ſuch a- Spirit's total forgetting of 
God, 


6 


God, hs Sun of all this Beauty and 
Grandeur, and Gos he could not poſ- 
ſibly forget but from the faſcinating 
Principle, the magic Charm of Self, 
that.new. fancied Divine Center ol Bliſs 
and Power. | 


| When this Faſcination of Self riſes ſtill 
| mightier, Man then feels all in his own . 
Being, unites.inſenſibly-with Hell, and 
declares at laſt boldly it's firſt dreadful 
Creed, «Tam God!” 


Thus, is the true and actual Order 
of the four principal Motions in the 
ſpiritual Univerſe this: Firſt towards 

Gov, the only Tendency, in a pure 

| Senſe natural; then towards SELF as a 

_ factitious God, an Idol of ſenſual proud 

Conceit; ſo towards the WorLp or ex- 
ternal Nature, as the uſurped Empire, 
the Univerſe of this fancied God, of 
which yain Dominion he burns to con- 
quer all the Glories with Intellect, Senſe, 
1 VVV 
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and elated Will; laſtly towards Herr, 
in all the horrid Majeſty, the _ 


- 3 of a Devil. 


wnence you ſee 2 Ser is 
at once the true Principle of Hell, of 


8 Sin, of all mere worldly Grandeur. A 
Principle that ſhews itſelf openly -in 


every criminal Fancy, every wild De- 


ſire, every Paſſion, every Violence, of 
which the very Eſſence is, © 7 will;“ 
Whereas the righteous Mind conſtantly | 


is aſking what it ought to deſire, what is 
juſt, what is right or Law, what is ac- 


7 cording to the Divine Order. 


And, "wot; : ben in the glorious 


Univerſe of Go, firſt and purely, no- 


thing can be conecived but Power, Ac- 


tion or Motion, and it's T endency—what. 
can Six in it's Nature be, but ſuch a 
Power and Action tending from Gop? 
And when no Being can adore the 
8 grand and brilliant Objects of the 


6 World, 


6 


: "gets, or unite. with the dreadful 
Might of Hell, but for his own Sake, 
for the conceited Divinity of his Self— 
is not this Idea, as the Principle of Sin, 
ſo ſtated, the only natural and neceſ- | 
ſarily true one ? 1 


A Demonſtration of Sin not leſs 
grand, than fimple. For thence you 
 ſee——that the Nature and Eſſence of 
Six is Self-adoration; and that the very 
firſt Object of this Sin or Self- adoration 
is the Spark of Divinity in our Being, 
the Spark of Drvine Life, Light, Bliſs, 
and Power——of which the Idea makes 
the Being fond of i1/e!f, mad of it's only 
heavenly Charm, and darts a Glance of 
that firſt deadly Error,“ I am a God; 


I will create a new Order. of mine, 


where I may be the Divine Center, and 
a2 Divine Sun; I muſt be thy Lord, O 
World; aſſiſt me Hell; I bid it, I will!” 
This is Rebellion: Hence Sin is the moſt 
: mighty" in the moſt elevated Minds : So 

5.7, 220 | did 


= ( 64 > 
did the firſt of 3 fall, and formed 
| his dreadful Hell. | 


Shit in the Inſtant a Spirit forms the 

Idea of Self. adoration his Pride 

bluſhes to lift up it's vain Eyes to Gop; 
he feels himſelf. as more ſafe, as more 

quiet, the farther from Gop; he comes 

every Moment nearer to the Abyſs. 

Juſt as you ſee in common Crime 

how the firſt lively Shame keeps back 

the novel Sinner, gradually, from the 
Eyes of the offended, from the Eyes of 

the honeſt, from all the decent World, 

at laſt from the very Light of Heaven, 

| when kehides himfelf in dreary Caverns, 
and forms to his Mind a new Principle f 

Evil, and fancies the horrid Majeſty of 

2 Robber, and thrives only in the 00 
= Gloom of Hell. | | 
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80 you fee the Nature of Six, the 
only erroneous Action in the Univerſe, 


eben chat in it's Origin Divine, in it's 
| Conti- | 


— 


EX 
Continuance worthy of Pity and of Tears, 
mM it's End, when all Beings ſhall return | 


from their Errors, magnificent, as to 
the whole Divine Order. 


Yet further; if from this ſecond eter- 
nal Law of univerſal Adlion within the 
immenſe Divine Order, all muſt act 
with every Tendency, and Every where 
Beings exiſt acting and receiving Action 
— ſo it follows, that all mu! act upon all, 
in Proportion of Powers. Which being 
ſo evidently the Law of the viſible Na- 
ture, muſt, from a Neceſſity of Reaſon, 
be ſo of the inviſible. Behold then in 
your Mind that ever-continuing Variety 
and Gradation of Beings and their 
| Powers, from God in his immenſe 

Glory down to the leaſt Atom in the 

Abyſs; and behold them all exert theſe 

Powers with every Tendency, and all 
act with every Proportion l A grand 

and amazing View of the Univerſe f 

Gol A view that reſtores to us the ſub- 
| 83 I 
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= lime Doctrine ſo ſacred among the An- 
cients—of univerſal Influence, of celeſtial 
and ideal Powers, of true Theoſophy 
and Magic; at the ſame Time this 
View opens to us the glorious Field for 
higher active and tranſcendant Religion, 
which through Theurgy, or the Union 
with good and divine Powers, ſubdues 
the lower, evil and helliſh, and works 
Miracles of Heaven. 5 


For if every where Somelbing muſt be, 


from the firſt Law of Reaſon; and every 


where Something muſt do Something, from 
the ſecond Law of Reaſon—a univerſal | 
Action in the immenſe World of God 
follows; which Action, as to inviſible 
Nature, or from unmarked Powers, is 
called INFLUBNCE. 


This kevin done or cauſed every 
where, this unſeen Influence or open Ac- 
tion, exiſting only from and with Power, 
| muſt be _— and proportionate, 
that 


66% J 


that is, equal to this Power in Quantity 
and Quality; as the Action of an Atom 
to that of a Sun. And thus SEL V 
adoring it's own Divine Power, muſt 
ever tend to create new Orders, har- | 
monic to it's Power in conquering the 
World: Either a golden Reign of ſafe 
Treaſures, or a ſenſual Reign of volup- 
tuous Delights, or a ſplendid Reign of 
fancied Glory, &c. Thus this Self, when 
ſtill nobler, exulting in it's deep- felt 
Divinity, which it impiouſly dares to 


call it's own, ſoaring on it's higher 


Power, muſt ever tend, as it were, to 
the Empire of all the Charms, of all the 
Wonders and Glories of the World, 
chrough every eminent Talent or Vir- 
tue: Whence you have Geniuſes and 
Heroes without God. Thus Hell, from 
the Nature of it's dark Power and Ac- 

tion, carrying this Fury of Self to mad 
Deſpotiſm, muſt oppoſe the whole Di- 
vine Order, and ever tend to make all a 


(6) 


Hell; and why 2 That Devils may be 
Gods! Ty | 


| 7 hus, 1 a Word, every Spirit, every 
inviſible Being, intellectual Atom or 
Monad, Shade, Sylph, &c. &c. muſt 
ever act to the beſt of it's Power and 
Choice; and that is to ſay, the whole 
Divine Order mul be full of Life; a 
Life ever various, ever acting, muſt be, 
_ viſibly and — an Innenſ by of 
: Powers | # | | 


| j 


From the /hird eternal Law or Evi- 
_ dence of Reaſon nn 


1. That a thouſand Hells RY not 
deſtroy the general Beauty of the Uni- 

verſe; all being conſtantly in a Depen- 

dence of Proportion and of Order. Juſt 
as Fire, Storm, Cold, Darkneſs, in 

9 Nature; which, with all their 

| Nr 
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Fury or Might of DeſtruQion, muſt | 
yield to the firſt great Laws of Order, 


2. That, every Effect being qual to 
it's Cauſe, and expreſſing both it's 
Quality and Quantity, there is a Corre/< 
pondencè in all, a univerſal Character, and 


(ſo to ſay) a Divine Language of Likeneſs 


im the Univerſe. In which Divine Lan- 
guage every Mind may read God, Hea- 
ven, and Nature, revealed. If the Uni- 


verſe was the Play of a Fool, and not 


1 a pure living Expreſſion of Divine Wiſ- 
dom; if it was a mad Romance of 


Whims and Sallies, with whole Regions 


of Nothing, void of every natural Juſt- 
neſs and Proportion, a grand marvel. 
lous Lie——then all would be unto 
crivable; and this immenſe and noble 
| Idea of Order diſcovered, would be but 
an immenſe and noble Beauty of our 


Fancy. But God being God, Order 


being Order, Series and Harmony as to 
Cauſe and Effect being neceſſary, truly, 


3 
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a long as Reaſon exiſte, Pk Idea of the 


Divine Univerſe muſt ſtrike every Mind 


with it's Splendor. This Idea is the 


only that can be conceived, from the | 
very Nature of Gop, of Order, of a 
Univerſe : It is fimply—what muſt be! 


3. If in the Divine Order all be De- 


pendence of Cauſe, be Succeſſion and 


Proportion — there can exiſt no Irregula- 
rities as to God and his Action, nothing 
too much or too little, no Sallies, no- 


thing abſurd and repugnant to Reaſon. 

The ever active Order of Darkneſs and 
Evil muſt, in it's ſad and proportionate | 
Orbits, be as juſt as any ſolar Syſtem or 

bright-moving Heaven. Thence, when- 


ever a weak Mortal tells you a Doctrine 


about Gop, that is not moſt ſimple and 


evident, or any two Doctrines about 


| Gov, that are not moſt ſtrictly barmonic 
that firſt Doctrine is a Lie, and thoſe 


other Doctrines are Madneſs. 
135; 7 006 gion OL I 


—— 


+ 
O Truth of Heaven! in this Light— 


| what is common or vulgar Religion? 


that Syſtem of Abſurdity, from whoſe 


| horrid Gloom have ſprung all Secs, 


all wild Opinions, and where, in Turns, 

with the bloody Hurry of Seas and of 
human Paſſions, every Madneſs has 
been taught, and every Idea of Hea- 
ven, nay of Nature, curſed and ſcorned ?. 


But, leaving this dreadful Error, 
that now covers the Face of the Earth, 
leaving that human Deviliſm of a de/- 
©  potic Faith—let us come till nearer our 
immenſe and Divine Light of True Re- 
gion, and proceed to the 
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REVELATIONS or GOD. 


DIVINE SCRIPTURE. 
VISION, oz PURE SENSE. 


SPIRITUAL POWER. 


TE have ſeen how all that is 
from God muſt be Order ; and 


how the Divine Univerſe is a Univerſe 


of the higheſt Wiſdom and the moſt | 
regular Action, is a Ons immenſe 


; 5 


Even if from it's own nature Order 


was not neceſſary to all Being, and all 


Syſtem of Beings, yet this ſimple Idea, 
« All that is Divine, is with Order, is pro- 
portionate and perfectly juſt,” this Idea 


alone ſtrikes with it's Plainneſs and 8 


e | 


| Now, 


A793.) 


Now, with this great Truth, tet us 
| further ſee **qobur muſt yy | 


* 
| God, in his-own infinite Being, ag 
. «conceived purely, poſſeſſes all: Ex- 
cepting that only moſt Divine Happi- 


neſs, to en, Happineſs. 


Baut to conceive Gov with an Exception 
i a bold Impiety or Madneſs. 


Beings to make happy, Obj ects for 
his infinite Love, muſt then be con- 
Ceived in the very Moment you con- 


A Objects for his Love the whole inamenſe 
Order is what we call the Divine Uni- 
7 . 


| This Uitiverſe is chen the firſt PROP 
5 Revelation-of Ged. And witheut this 
Vniverſe you leave Oed but the eters 
bet 0 - nal 


ceive Gob. And of theſe Beings and 


6 4 
nal vaſt, Reign of Nothing — in which 
you wildly dare to ſuppoſe, that a cer- 
tain Inſtant and one certain Point did 

pleaſe him enough to rouſe his infinite 
Love and Power, ſlumbering from Eter- 
n to the 1 of —_— . | 


No! The firſt Thing, ty, 
that muſt be, is Something (p. 423) for to 


conceive Nothing anywhere to be, is 


Madneſs. Every Idea of Goo, every 
Idea of Nature, confirms this Prin- 


ci is 


But in this immenſe Divine Univerſe, 
' becauſe all is from Go, all muſt be 
Divine; that is, no Caprice, no Folly, 
no Conceit of a Tyrant, no Unequality 
of Deſign, but all juſt and in a pure 
Senſe natural; alli proportionate. and 
harmonic. Whence follows—that all 
fuucceſſve "Revelations of God in this 


grand Univerſe, that is, all Divine As 


(of which the Science is called Di- 
VINITY) 


* — . — ̃ ͤ Um eng ec RR * 


5 
vVINITY) muſt be demonſtratively con- 
ceived in a Series, muſt be in the juſteſt 
Progreſſion and Proportion, that is, 
muſt be evidently a univerſal Harmony. 


And thus, the laſt Thing in all that 
is Divine, or in the Univerſe, muſt 
have a Proportion in Quantity and 
Quality, a Reſemblance of Power and 
Deſign to the firſt; the utmoſt to the in- 
moſt; the loweſt to the higheſt——as a 


glittering Atom to the Sun. Thus alf 


that is ſecondary muſt be an ez Preſſive 


tiving Image of all that is primary: 


And thus the whole Univerſe muſt be 
an ee n image of e | 


Nee wbemee ſhould God form the 
Idea of what is moſt perfect, grand, and 
good, but from Himſelf? And how 


- ſhould he produce any Thing that was 


not moſt good, grand, and perfect ? 


6769 


"i all this you ſee only the firſt Prin- 
eiples of Reaſon, only Something with 
Order, with a continual. Proportion, 
N in which every. * en it's f Cauſe. 


Now chat ah is. moſt perfect, 
grand, and good, in viſible Nature, or 
our known Univerſe, ImmHeaven, the 
58 Sun, and Man. 


| The b muſt then ſo be in the in- 
ner inviſible, and in the higher and 
higheſt, Univerſe. Nay, by a Neceſ- 
fity of Reaſon and Conſequence, Go 
- himſelf muſt be—an Heaven of Exiſt- 

ence and Motion to all; a Sun of Life, 
: Light, Bliſs, Power; a Man, that di- 
V.uneſt, moſt beautiful, and richeſt of 


5 Forms. He muſt be all to all: But, 
4 | 

4 univerſally, that which is. moſt good, 
1 | grand, and RPE: 

114 

1 | And de, not in onto Ecſtaſy, but 
| | in evident Truth, * may pray to Him: 


cc. 0 Hea=. 


, 
* 
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* O Heaven of all Being ! O Sun of 
Life and every Bliſs! O Man! I the 


leaſt paſſing Shadow of thee, Father 
Divine! univerſal Beauty, revealed in 
all, living in all! I adore thee, Gop of 
the Univerſe; and I praiſe thee, bright | 


Univerſe of my Gop! 25 


This Dodtrine, apparently ſo ſingu- 
lar and new, may be expreſſed in this 


moſt ſimple Idea, God has formed a 
Univerſe like Him/elf,”” that is, as to- 
our Conception eternal, N ** 


and divine as He. 


Such is the Finsr RevsLaviON or 


| G0. 


And from this ſame confinne 13 of 


Harmony, Proportion, Reſemblance of 9 


Deſign—in the Univerſe, both to it's 
hr 5 Cauſe and to 11/elf, follows, 


0 5 1 | „ That 
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1. That all in the exterior and lower. 
Univerſe, as originating in the interior: 
and higher, muſt expreſs it v;Fbly, and: 
be a living Image thereof to. the Sen- 


ſes. So every the leaſt Atom is a tte 


Heaven, Sun, Ke. | 


2. That, by Conſequence, all that- 


muſt be found in the interior and in- 
moſt, in the higher and higheſt Uni- 


verſe, which 7s in this viſible ; though: | 


ina Manner analogoue and ſublimer. 


8 That all, from Gas. and 3 


: nity down to the leaſt Atom and fleeting. 
Taſtant,.. is one * grand Idea. 


The Seco n or GoD—. 


is all that may be called. * Drvixx 5 


Sentr rn.“ As, 


"2, In all the wr Sund of 


immenſe Nature. For the grand Uni- 


* 18 not a — of Whim and Folly, 
| but 


K 9 ) | 
but: a Divine Truth: Whence it is 
2 equally. juſt in Proportion, and correct 

in Expreſſion. This is the Language 
of Reality, of what is, the firſt and 
: e Degree of Truth. | 


2. In all that is Ce 


: Klieraglyphia, Simile. This is what 
we have called, * the Divine Language 
of Likeneſs,” of what muſt be from the 


Accords of Nature, Form, Quality; a 
Language known to the primitive Pa- 
triarchs, to many of the Ancients, 


though by their Vulgars abaſed to 


idolatry, and to be found diſperſed : 
among the Nations ſtill. It is a mere 


Imitation of the firſt grand Truth of 
the Univerſe. 5 


8 In the Bible, or Scripture properly 
ſo named; which preſents you at firſt 
the uncertain Language of human Fan- 
cy, of Error or mere Appearances, of 
m 1 next the purer Lan- 


guage | 


* 
4 
1 
. 

os 
* 


MS; 


guage” of Correſpondence—to all that is 
inner and higher, all that is. ſpiritual 
and heavenly; and, thirdly, the full 


** of * and eternal Truth. 


In * ſhort Sketch of the ſecond 
Revelation you clearly ſee all the 
three Degrees of Truth, (p. 15,) and that 

- ſame Gradation or Series, that ſame 
luminous Harmony, which is the eter- _ 


mal Character of all that is from Gov. 


The Tulxp ReveLatION or Gor— 


is that of RRDEMPTION; of which the 


Idea, ſo wildly perverted in the vulgar 


Religion, is in itſelf as fimple and 
cpu as the Day. 


| For ire the 2 7 1 Aion in Na- 


ture be that of free Beings towards their 
Selves, their inner borrowed Spark of 


Divinity, which Action in it's Princi- 


ple, in all it's Tendencies to the Love 


of the World, in all it's Degrees down 


oO 


ry * 


| yo the Gloom of Hell, is Siu (p. 62,) 
what could Redemption be, but the 


reſtoring of the Order of Heaven and 
Cob, the Order of Life and Bleſſed- 


neſs, through a Doctrine and an 


Example of S#f-/acrifice, of an all- 
devoting Love, in Order to melt the 
dark ſavage Self of rational Beings into 


Tears of Pity, into ſweet Humility, | 


into univerſal Charity, into that ſupreme 
Affection or F ondneſs called Union with 
God, and thus with all his immenſe 
N 2 


And this wonderous moſt Dining or 
e of REVELATIONS—in the Univerſe, 
in all Scripture, in the Humanily of the 


5 Redeemer—this Divine Order, as de- 
| feenging from higher to lower, you wilt | 


obſerve, as aſcending from lower to 


: higher, in the Churches of God upon 
Earth. As firſt in that of Mosss, ter- 
rifying the Fancy, and forcing with ex- 


terns! Laws; in that of Jasus, moving 
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the Heart inexpreſſibly ; 0 in the 
third, that is coming, ſtriking the Mind 


with the full Light of Truth. 


What an Evidence, what a pure Sim 


| ; plicity of © True Religion,“ founded 
in the grand Divine Order !* 


1 - 25 . 


| Vet all theſe wile of « our revealed 5 
Sad would be eternally loſt without 


living SENSES to behold and adore them. 


Theſe Senſes are -and exiſt in the 


Spirits, or inviſible rational Beings. 


But as Man—is. Body and Spirit, or, 


more ſimply and incontrovertibly, is 
exterior and interior; and as he has ex, 


terior Senſe for exterior and viſible Na- 


ture, a middle Senſe or Fancy ever 
tending to paſs that Nature, and ſtilb 


an = higher Senſe or Reaſon, to conceive 


6 all 
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all abſtract Realities, as Beauty, Virtue, $8 
Kc. which are as the Shadows of { 
_ Spirituality; ſo, as interior, he muſt 
have an imerior Senſe for interior and 
inviſible Nature. That is, being a 
Spirit, he muſt have the Senſe of a 
Spirit! Which is ſo ſtrong an Infe- 
| rence, that all Doubts or Objections 
are a mere Play of Wit in Compariſon, 
and that if a Choice to believe were poſ- 
ſible, where Reaſon ſimply offers what. 
muſt be. Affirmation would be that. 
Choice 1 in _ clear and free Mind. 
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This interior or 1 ons Senſe I call | 
 V1810N: Which, conſequently, and in 
the true Order of PO! * be natural | 

to Man. on 


% Natural?” you exclaim, © but Ex- 
perience does not prove to us this.” 
Does it not? In ſo vaſt a Number of 

_ prophetic, of myſtic, and heavenly Mind: 
eat have appeared in all Ages to the 
indeed 


2 


. „ p-1i1⁴4 A 


(% 1 


indeed ſenſcleſs World? And next, 
what higber Perfection of Man does this 


fame Experience preſent to us as more 


nalural, that is, as more common? For 
Example, Genius, Heroiſm, I gſdom, a 


clear and grand Idea of the viſible 


World, of a whole Science, of even a 


Part of Nature, of even a ſingle Action 


or a ſingle Object? If therefore all, that 
is uncommon, ſhould reaſonably be called 
nut natural O then mult all higher Gifts, 


and every Sublimity, be refuſed to the 


Soul of Man, be deemed unnatural, and 
baniſhed from the voy. Scene of his 


| Exiſtence! 


of 


Dax: Py dne aſpotic 1 — 


_ calling every higher Idea of Things, all 
that is above common Errors, Viſion in 


Scorn. Though every nobler and en- 
lightened Mind knows, that this Yi/jon, 


in every Science, or Degree of Wiſdom, 


is a hiterally trur one, and only 'a more 


eleuated and pure Senſe of Nature. 


1 


». tt A wa. 


I 
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4 55 9 
No! Fer from that i impious Temerity 


of taking upon us to fix abſurd and ar- 


bditrary Bounds either to the Univerſe of 
God, it's grand Order, or the Power of 
Man -＋let us in the Simplicity of good 


Senſe honour the Divine Law of what 


: my ws and os what can be. i 


Or, Call we even, in our Turn, 
become Vulgars, adopt their de/potic 
Izworance, and with a ſtupid Witticiſm 


call them Yifonaries that are only in 


Senſe a Degree above us:? 


And to chat fublime Moden) of | 
Wifdom, here required e offer ſtil! 
a Conſequence, the laſt in our general 


View, and ſingularly ſtriking. 


* 8 . * 3 * 


5 If all in the Univerſe mut , and 2 
thus, Beings every where -exifting, 2/ 


: 198 a 28 all, in Proportion of Power, 
1 equally 


S en odd dS. oval 2 
* * — 
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r in the inviſible 3 and the 
viſible—it follows, that more acting in 
it's natural Proportion to leſs, muſt have 
the Aſcendancy ; and, univerſally, that 


a ſuperior Power muſt ſubdue an in- 
efior. 1 | 


This ;being the ana Law i in viſible | 


b Nature ms be 75 n © _— | 


— you * even 3 to he 


Senſes, that the aſtoniſhing Spectacle— 
of one mighty Genius ſwaying over the 


World of Sects; of one glowing Hero 
in a Moment of | Enthuſiaſm hurrying 
Thouſands with him; of one Orator or 


Bard melting the Hearts of a Nation; 
of one heavenly Man, with his ſublime 
Doctrine and Piety, charming People 


into a Sect around him; nay of one in- 
ſtantaneous Lightning of a Paſſion, one 
Word, one Glance of the wade ani 


all, Mae al 12 
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80 thes Spin of the inviſible Uni- 
verſe—if there be in that vaſt Space, 
equally or ſtill more Divine than this 
viſible, any Laws, any Juſtneſs of Ac- 
tion, any Cauſe and Effect, any Har- 
mony and Order at all ſo Spirits there 
muſt act or be acted upon, ſubdue or be 
overpowered, gain Aſcendancies or 
ſerve meanly, riſe or fall. So all the 
Wonders, Revolutions, bold riſing Do- 
minations, Marvels of intellectual Might, 
muſt exiſt n. as here. 1 


They dſt" & all, thoſe WIR) and 
thoſe evil Spirits, for the Order of Hea- 
ven, and for the Order of Hell, they 
muſt do all to conquer Nature and Man, 
to influence and form the Objects, ex- 
ternal Nature being the great Field for 
ſpiritual Powers: And Man, himſelf a 
Spirit, may be mighty with the good 
Spirits in Goodneſs, and mighty with | 
Me evil Spirits i in Evil; he may ſerve or 
— 12 5 8 
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_ reign, the upright Man of Heaven, or 
| the dark Accomplice of Hell. 


Nag, as this / perde Powzr—is/even 


as vaſt, extenſive, univerſal as, the Fa- 


culties or Affections of Man, he may 5 


equally, in worldly Attempts of Power 


or Prudence, in Science, in higher 


Deſires to effect ſomething wonderous, 


he may united with good Spirits or 
Agents, even up to God, be a mighty 
Sage, a Prophet of Heaven, or united 
with evil Spirits or Agents, even down 


to the . be a See N | | 


W e 5 9112 g 
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ee vou: not be- 


cauſe it is not iat from evident Mein: 


ples, but becauſe it i is nat . 
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| Well) how are Aube grand Watka © 3 
_ of natural Man f##7e4.# As the Do- 
minations of Power and Wealth, of 
La and W or imply, « of Ge- 

nius 


be 5 „ . ww 


0 


nius aid Heroiſm ? How exiſt all the 
Sublimities of Art and Science, as the 
Calculating of the Heavens, as the tre- 


mendous Might of Gun-powder, the 


. Marvels of Navigation, the Prodigy 0 of 
Mines and Metals ? How : ? | 


You. anſwer, '* By the Virtue of na- 
tural Powers and Agents.” O wiſeſt of 
Fools! And /piritual Powers and Agents, 
paſſing our low, external, ſhadowy Na- 
ture ſo immenſely, ſhould do Nothing ! 
| ſhould not, when united with Man's 

Underſtanding. and Will, be what they 
are, mighty in Wonders to Good or to 
Evil! | | 


And theſe Spirits, exiſting with every 
Variety of Power and Affection, hidden 
to allure ander every Object, and in all 

poſſible Ways of Nature—how ſhould 
they not unite with a Will perfectly 
lite them, Likeneſs being the great Law 

of Union | Ho ſhould they not wiſh to 
8 . conquer 


„ „ 


conguer every weaker Mind, and Un 
raiſe and enjoy _ little — of — 
Dominion! | 5 


7 But this Reaſoning may be carried. to 
an Evidence. If all the Spirits of the 
inviſible Univerſe be ever acting, the 
good to illumine and beautify the Ob- _ 
jects, and prepare them for all the Good of 
Heaven, the evil to darken and deform 
the Objects for all the deſpotic Do- 
minion of Hell if this great univerſal 
Action be conſtantly in Vigour, it is 


a neceſſary Inference of Reaſon, that 


all the uſeful, beneſicent Objects, all 
the benign and heavenly Virtues in 
1 Nature are aZuated by good Spirits, 
in the Light of the Lord; and on the 
contrary, all the malign and vicious 
Objeas and Virtues aZuated by evil 
Spirits, in the tyrannic conquering 
SGloom of Hell, Thus all is, even _ 
naturally, Heaven or Hell. And the 
5 e PowR 


Powsr of the Sede ess in the very : 


Objects around. us. 


This Proof, ſo as is @ priori, or 


from the Nature of Things: But a 9/ 


teriori, or from Experience do not all | 


natural Powers or Agents juſt ſo, and 
tend ever to /ubdue or aſſimilate all within 
their Orbit of Action? Do not the more 
vivid Spirits of Men the ſame, and live 


only with the Reign and Dominion of 
their own Principle, live only in con- 


0 quering by dreadful or ſplendid Power, 
by Genius, or ſweet Beneficence? 


And, laſtly, that incomprehenfible | 


Something, which. the World of Philo- 
ſophers have to this Day been con- 
tented to call Forces, Poꝛvers,“ is not 


our Underſtanding ever inclined to find 


all therein ſpiritual ? The whole Pla- 


tonic School, and almoſt all the Ancients, - 
did they not expreſsly call the Powers 
of Things— Souls or ack ? conſtantly 
| 1 . 
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believing, that all Motion, and emi- 


nently that of the Planets and of the 


Heavens, was acted by them? 


Nay, if all the inviſible Univerſe of 
God muſt be, from Principles above, 
full of Beings, of active Spirits—what 
a dogmatical Folly, in rather chuſing 


never to conceive what Powers in Na- 


ture are, than to allow the ſo fimple 


Action of Spirits ! 


, 


 Efpecially when this moſt luminous 


and moſt grand Idea in one Inſtant ex- 
 plains—all the Shades, all the Irregula- 


rities, all the Evils of the Divine Uni- 


_ verſe: From the Plan of an higher im- 


menſe Order giving commenſurable 


Orbits and Periods to all lower Orders: 


Juſt as the Idea of the ſolar Syſtem * 95 


it's Globes explains at once all the won- 


derous Variations of Day and Night, 
Cold and Heat, Eclipſes, Phaſes, Sea- 


And 


fo) 
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And theſs are the fb and Second Or- 


ders of Conſequences from the ons | 7 


e 


Something, 


| Something of Something, or uni. _ 


verſal Action. 


The Relation of St primary 
to Something ſecondary, or the 
Proportion of Cauſe and Effect. 


Which, both Principles and Conſe- 
quences, we have ſeen muſt be, from 


the very Idea and Nature of the Divine 


Order or a Univerſe. 


The 0 Order of Conſequences 
contains all the particular Doctrines 
that form the whole of Religion, or 


it 1 * _ Y Divinity.” They are not 
* treated 


( 94 


treated here at large, though ſome 
will be touched in the next Chapter: 
This being the univerſal Idea, the Plan, 
of a * Demonſirated Religion, the firſt 
and only that ever appeared in the 

World. | FRE | 
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WI HEN you un. 


« All is of God, and from God, + All 
that is of and from God, that is, 
abſolutely all, is one great univer- 
ſal Order. And all that zs evidently, 
or muſt be demonſtratively, in this 
Divine Order, is true: IT EE 
When you ſay this—you have given an 
eternal and univerſal, to all ſimple and 
open, 7 0 of Faith. 


ur all, all that you Uſe can fancy, 
ſhall be proved at laſt either Aſs. or 
mere Shadows. Bee 


For if you Wundt wi gr Principle 
in vain and periſhable Sounds, Words, 
Setters 


« % . 
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Letters —what a Folly, nay Impiety, 
to fancy ſich an unſteady, ever-chan- 


ging, ludicrous Order of Enlightening 
for Man from the Wiſdom of Gop ! 
All the mad and turbulent, wildly and 


ever- combating, innumerable Sects, do 


they not ſpring from this very Qhuos 


of vain and perithable _ "_ 


Letters „„ 


pbociss and Miracles you know that 
the grand Proof of Prophecies conſiſts 


in their being duly explained undiapplied 
afterwards ; and that the awing Force of 


Miracles, becauſe their Exiſtence paſſes 
with the Inſtant, conſiſts in being told or 
related which all comes back to frail 
* e LEA 


r if you Sad the e Principle of | 
Faith on this human Authority—your 


5 Principle is not divine; your Certainty is 


not Karin, nay it is mot even purely 
hu man, 


1 ige * 


. 
human, is that immenſe Confuſion of 
Lies, Im ee and . ſpread 
| over the Earth. 


| "Keen human Inſviration——may be 
but a ſublimer Madneſs, but Deceit, 
but Illuſions of che * 


W it is as s clear a as it is highly | 
— | 


: 4 That bre Under/landing of Words, 
nor of any literal Doctrine whatſoever, 
s poſlible—but from a Syſtem of Truths 
laid down before, but from Principles 
and a demonſtrative Order, by which 
every Word and Saying is determined 
in it's Senſe. So frail and ever varia- 
ble are Words and their Structure! 
And in all the Languages upon Earth 
you will not find one Sentence that may 
not be wrung by Deſign, or miſtaken by 


Weakneſs, . | 
K | 2. That 


„„ 


5 That no genuine di di ade 88 


fer of a true anda falſe, a divine or de- 
viliſn Miracle, Prophecy, Inſpiration, 
Authority 
Sytem of Truths laid down before, but 

from Principles and a demonſtrative 


—is poſſible, but from a 


Order, by which what is and what muſt 


be, God and his Univerſe,  effentially 
cq—_ and Evil, are clearly ſtated. 


3. That therefore nothing conld be 
more unhappy, nay mad, than the 


Rule of Faith of common or vulgar Re- 


ligion, laid juſt in Mords and human 


Authorities, Whence this common Re- 


ligion has been, as it is, the mere 

Religion of Books and of the Church, not 

the Religion of the Mind, that bebolds 
5 Truth, and Ares it with Aber. 


5 what is ful more viking 1 is 


rhat Gov, in his own Divine Order, even 

to a holy Man or Sage, a Prophet, a 

ſeraphic Angel, cannot impart an abſo- 
lule 


„ fam Sos td Bice 


| 3 


lule Truth. The finite and the human 
Mind, this latter ever bound to Cha- 
racters of Time and Place, muſt con- 
ceive Divine Truth proportionally, that is, 
when you conſider all, in every Manner 
amperfe& ly. Whence no Prophet was 
ever /o, purely and univerſally ; ; but the 
Prophet only of his Time; divine, but 
not beyond Humanity, nor beyond his 
national and individual Character. 
| Juſt as the Sun enlightens the Obje&s 
of Nature, in trueſt Proportions to 
their general Opacity of Matter, and 
their properly own Degree. 


And even this Order of God is as 
_ juſt, as it is wonderful: For in every 
Degree of divine Enlightening God has 
left the View of his aniver/al Order free, 
as the only eternal great a. of | 


Faith, „ 


| FR in the natural Order of Man, e 
who, nen from mere Senſes, „„ 
| vancing 


i 
1 
1 


(wo) 


l vancing to Afeevions, attains laſtly to 


the ſerene Ideas of Reaſon; ſo God has 


give en to fallen, almoſt brute Humanity, 


1 With Moſes, the Rake of the | 
Senſes; but where from the Imagery 
the Mind could find the univerſal 
Reality, or the grand Divine Order. 


2. With Jeſus, the Religion of " the 


 Aﬀefions, or of the Heart; but where 

from the Tendencies of Pity and Charity, 
the Mind could find the true univerſal 
| _ or the grand Divine Order. 


1 With ohiloſophie as, and 


every great Man, the Religion of the 


Underſtanding, or of Rerfon; where 


from pure Perceptions the Mind finds 


the grand univerſal Order of God, in 
the inner Evidence of this Order itſelf. 


| This ORDER——as generally laid | 
down, is the Privcipl of Faith; A 
9! 7 Demon- 


„ 


Demonſtration from that Order is the 
Rule of Faith:* And the living Idea 
of this grand Divine Order is pure, 
univerſal, eternal RELIGION. 


Let 


Nothing could be at once more unhappy ; 
and more frivolous, than the vulgar Manner of 
. interpreting the Bible, and determining Divine 


Truth. 


Every ſingle Sentence, nay 8 Word, 
Letter, Point are there deemed a Proof, a De- 
nonſtration of the Truth of eternal and infinite 
Wiſdom. And that in a Scripture, by God him- 
| ſelf fo manifeſtly formed to the ever-changing 
Character of Times and Places, of Men and | 
| Manners, of Opinions, Errors, Events, and the 
| whole Scene of the World! What a ſtupid 

Idolatry, what a heatheniſh Blindneſs! 


They enter then with their Minds into Scrip- 
ture, as if you would enter the Houſe of a Lord, 
and there, judging by every Particular you might 
meet with as by @ Rule, obſerve a Chair or Table, 
and firmly decide it to be the Houſe of a Broker; 
obſerve a Pen-knife, Gold Watch, Book, and 
alternatively take it for the Home of a Cutler, a 
| No -: Jeweller, 


„ « 2 PÄÄ tne 
v * 
. 
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Let i us now ſee this RELIGION—in 
one, if not explicit and perfectly diſtinct, 
at leaſt general, View. 8 

717 | We 
Jeweller, a Bookfeller; then liſten to Sounds, 


Noiſes, Words ſpoken, and detatched Sentences; 
and always form your Syſtem to very Particu- 3 


lar, Ne n 


What a Folly!“ you fay, © what an abſurd. 
Rule of judging ! He muſt view all together, deter- 
mire the Parts by the Whole, and then form his | 


Character of the Object! 2 


0 you are mightily wiſe in the Cauſe of 


another! But ic z fo you do form your Religion 


out of Scripture, and out of the Univerſe? Is it 


fo vulgar Divinity has venerated the Wiſdom of 
Cod, when finding in his Word the Expreſſion 
race, Faith, Redemption, it has made all a Syſtem 


of Hope and Salvation; and finding at the ſecond 
Inſtant, the Expreſſion Wrath, Decree, it has made 
all a Syſtem of Fear and Horror ? &c. Is it fo that 


vaſt and gloomy Babel of SeQs and religious 


Opinions has rifen, in the Place of ſimple Divine 
Truth, ſhining through all the grand Order of 
God, it may be in 3 or in his * 


| World 7 


„ 

We began with the Characters of 
Truth, namely, to be evident, conſtant, 
effetive of Rightneſs, that is, of what is 


accordant to the Nature and Order of 


Things. . being Divine Truth, 


ſhould 


Of all the bold Abſurdities reigning in | Divinity 
1 have wondered moſt how they have dared to 


aſcribe to God, that revealed and ſacred Authority 


of Words and Syllables : Which, if you take 
them all literally, or all ſpiritually, leave you the 
fame Uncertainty—for both Ways are tried, and 
have brought us a thouſand Errors. Even the 


admirable Simplicity of the Quakers, with ſuch a 
Rule, cannot ſave them from Abfurdities: For 
Phat a glaring one to believe © a Divine Spirit 


that follows no Laws of Order!“ Whence Infi- 

delity now triumphs, and with Reaſon, in that 

ſignal Calumny, That all, and whatever you 
pleaſe, may be proved out of the Bible.“ 


But that Wildneſs of Opinions is impoſſible in a 


Demonſtrated Religion, in a Science of Divine Or- 
der: Where from ene evident Principle, in the 
| whole Series, only one neceſſary Conſequence can 
be given. Which Religion * is divine, be- 
cauſe done it is true. 


| The | 
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„ 
ſhould: then be——moft evident, ever : 
conſtant, eminently effective of Good 

and Happineſs. , Of this Character all 


common Religion of Men fails. It was 
then 2 jected. 


5 N 


But Truth is hat is, or what from 
the Idea of Things muſt be. The for- 
mer may be called the Truth of Senſe, 
or Experience; the latter the 7 ruth of 
9 55 or r Inference. ; 


Then, conſidering, we ſaw that No- 


thing cannot be, that Nothing cannot be 


conceived at any Time or ny where. 
| = | And 

The Bible muſt then be conſidered as an Or- 

der of Truths, preſented to the Mind or Reaſon, 


and therefore demonſtrable; not as a World of . 
| tyrannic Syllables dictated to Slaves, or of Sounds 
and Figures for the Ears and Eyes of Brutes.” 


And that is to ſay, repeating our great firſt Prin- 
ciple, that, both as to Scripture and as to Nature, 
Truth is to be found in the only Thing that has 
Exiſtence, and the only Thing in which infinite 


= Wiſdom can reveal itſelf, in the Divine Ono BR. 


( 10 'L 


And farther, that if the firſt poſſible 
Idea was Reality, the ſecond poſſible 
Idea of Exiſtence, of Life and\AQion, 
Vas Order. We obſerved, that all hu- 
man Truth, all Diſcoveries of Genius, 
all grand Efforts and Virtues, were 
formed from and in a Principle of 
| Order. 


Then roſe theſe grand Ideas: 


1. Something is; and, continuing the 
| fame Truth, Something infinite is, or 
God. Fin Idea:) A Univerſe and 
God; and a Univerſe without Nothing. 
immenſe, full of 1 viſible and 

inviſible. 


2. Gt 20 do Samedi 
For the very Eſſence of Reality is Power. 
Whence even the leaſt Atom of Matter 
gravitates and moves. And Something 
infinite muſt do, or act, proportionally to 


it's Power: Finite Powers can be forced 
” - to 


* 
* r 
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to ceaſe, PI infinite never: God has | 
then, from the Inſtant you conceive his 


Power, formed this Univerſe, and ever 
acts to form all that is poſſible in 
Goodneſs. (Second Idea :) A Divine Uni- 
verſe, a divine, immenſe] . 1 and 


* Ore. ny 


3. Something, a or as a Sa, 


cannot produce Something as an Effect, 
but from i1/elf. This Effect muſt then, 
univerſally, expreſs this Cauſe—both as 


to Power, and Form or Beauty. All 
in the Univerſe ſecondary muſt then ex- 


preſs all that is primary, the exterior the 
Interior, the lower the higher, in Pro- 
porlions; and the whole Divine Univerſe 
muſt expreſs Gop, though trueſt 1 in it's 


Slime Characters. 


" (Third Wes 1 God may be . as 
| an Heaven of Exiſtence, a Sun of Life, 
| a Man of conceivable Beauty. All e 


preſſes all. The Univerſe i is an immenſe I 
Order 


1 

1 5 Order of Revelations ; ; where you may 
read the Cauſes in the Effects, and the 
fame Truth in all that is correſpondent. 


The Univerſe is an immenſe Divine : 
8 Ul * ruth. 


What a Grandeur and Simplicity in 
| all this! 


Now, as nothing ln but this 
Divine Univerſe, this Divine Order; ſo 
no Life, Light, Bliſs, Power, can come 
but from the Sun of this Univerſe, or 
God. Man then muſt be, with his Mind, 
in the Rays, in the Divine Influence, of 
this Sun; or periſh. This is Religion! 
the living Idea, the inmoſt Senſe and 
Feeling, of the Divine Order! And 

true Religion certainly it is, becauſe it 
unites Man naturally with God and his 
Heaven: Which no Hymns, Sermons, 
Tears, Prayers, Ceremonies, Rites, Sa- 
craments, Belief, nor any devotional 


Act whatſoever, can do. Es 
| The 


* 
— 2 
” . 
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Life of this Religion may be ex- 
preſſed an Action from God towards Man,. 


and from Man towards God. A divine 


Circle, from God and 10 God! From 
God—in emanating Life, Light, Bliſs, 
Power. To God—in Love that wills 


his Will of univerſal Goodneſs, 


- This Love animates, inflames the 


Mind to Wiſdom, that Seholds God, in 


all the tranſcendant infinite Charms of 


his Being: And this Wiſdom exalts 
Love, makes it more intenſe and more 
ſublime, diſcovering ever more of Di- 
vine Lovelineſs. Again a Circle: As 
Fire cauſes Light and Splendor; and 
: Light, when pure and vivid, cauſes 5 
| Fire, „ | 


Tue neareſt Effect of this loving Wiſ- 
dom of true Religion i is HuMiLITy ; that 
feels all. as from God; and then ſweet 
Reſignation, and tender Confidence in him, 
and Contentedneſs and a bleſſed Tran- 
8 quillity 


iO 1 


(109 » 
| avillity of Mind, ſeeing how ds has a 


Right to nothing, and receives infantly 


and eternally all. 


So you ſee that true Religion is all 
reduced to, is all living in the Idea of 


God, as,beheld in his infinite Power or 
| Univerſe, in his infinite Wiſdom or 


Order, in his infinite Love or Action to 
the Happineſs of all Beings. This Idea, 


vivid in the Mind, gives in one View 
the Science of Divinity, gives in one 


irreſiſtible Feeling the Exaltation to 
in the Mind of a Seraph, Religion, 


though more perfect, can be nothing 
| elſe than this Sublimity. | | 


But the Oppoſite of true Religion 


let us attend to it for a Moment, in 
Order to better perceive Brightneſs and 
Beauty, from the Compariſon with 
Drearineſs and Deformity the Oppy/ite 
of true Religion is the Idea of Sell. 

1. exulting 


2 


* Za _—_— W 


13 


exulting in it's Folly to conquer the 
World in tacit Union with Hell. This 
great SIN is in it's Nature Athei/m, and 
a ſhadowing Likeneſs of that firſt Fall 
of the Devil. As true Religion! is the 
higheſt Truth, fo this is the higheſt | 
Lie, making the vaniſhing Shadow of 5 
a Creature a God! It's conſpicuous 


Characters are Folly, Hatred, and Pride. 


Pride, clearly; Haired, for all in Na- 
ture will refuſe and oppoſe this falſe | 
God, and eminently all the other Pre- 


tenders to the ſame Godhead ; Folly, 


for mad of his gloomy Self, he cannot 
ſee Truth, though ſhining all around 
him, and over the Univerſe, Every 
the leaſt Sin—is ſuch a Folly, Atheiſm, 1 


Will of a Devil. Every Breath, every 


Step, every Thought of Man, is a Ten- 
dency to Heaven or to Hell. 


Yet, this is Stv, the direct Oppoſite 
of true Religion, merely in iſſelf. But 
| * A even it's Parade and Pomp of 
| : Genius 


es» $9 2 1 


— f 


5 

Genius and Fancy, it's Reaſoning, it's 

Theories and Syſtems—in all the im- 
menſe Vanity of fal/e Religion. | 


In this ſtately and conſecrated Falſe- 
| hood, you will find all the cleareſt Op- 


pu/i tes of Truth. 


he 3 you firſt will be forced to hi 


lieve; nay, you will be as brutified to 


certain Doctrines from your Infancy; 


Tyranny, that is, the moſt cruel Licence, 


being the Law of Sin, of Madneſs, of 
Hell. There, the Divinity of Self is 


publicly declared, the great“ I wil” of 


Kings and Biſhops. There, Truth is 


an N as it is a Libel. 


They next will tell you—about an 
immenſe eternal No othing ; an omnipotent 


Aim of Creation, ſome ſhort- Days 


ago; an ixſinile Anger in the Heart of 


infinite Love; an arb il rury Hill, not 


formed naturally by the Sin of the 
L * Euilty, 
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7 es,” but a tyrannic Abyss of Fire and 
Torments; - a Damnation without End, 
as if any Thing finite in it's Nature 


could be infinite, but from the mere 
Will of God; a Divinity of three Gods, 
which as eaſily might have been made 
Thirty-three, all that is not ove God 


being 10 God; a Redemption by infinite 


Suffering; an Aſſignment of another's 
Righteouſneſs, and an Inveſtment of ano- 
tber's Sanctity; a Salvation by an in- 


comprehenſible Faith in an Inſtant; a 
Piety impoſed, where Charity and Vir- 
tues are called worth nothing, and even 


ſcorned as Sins; a Humility, not that 
which feels all as .from God, not the 
ſweet Senſe of Dependence upon him, 
but a Denial of all Worth in Man, a 


Meanneſs, a public Lie; Priefts not, 


in the Simplicity of 'Truth, holy Men, 


lovely in the Light of Heaven, but 


ſpiritual Dukes and Princes, not Ser- 


vants of God, but Lords of the Church, 


Ke. c. 
| _ 


| 6 50 z 
In a Word, there. 1s not a Folly or 
Impiety conceivable, which you will 
not find in falſe Religion, in the Religion 
of the Sects, or vulgar Religion, whether 
it be that of the Turks, or that of the 
Chriſtians. And why ? Becauſe that 
Religion was never proved in the Di- 
vinity of Truth, but di&ated in the 
Divinity of Self; and. therefore is not a 
| Demonfration, dat a x Tyranny. 


But whow Men ſhall have conſidered 
how abſurd and impious it is to have, 
A Religion of the Land, for a Re- 
ligion of heir Minds: : 
A Doctrine of their Fathers, for a 
Doctrine of their God: 
A deſpotic Law, for Reafon 
Belief, for Truth: 
Then, aſhamed of he heatheniſh . 
fuſion of Sects, and of that baſe Servility 
of Beings born rational and free, they 


Shall lit up their Eyes to the only God 
1 5 . 1 2 5 of 
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: of the Univerfe—figh for the pure Light 
of his Wiſdom, beaming through all 
the great Divine Order in which alone 

HRS Truth and Happineſs are to be found— 
alk ada nd then at laſt they ſhall poſſeſs a Re- 

1 | ligion, worthy of God, and worthy of | 

0 the Soul of Man. i 
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CONCLUSION. 
U CH is the Plan or Idea of a 

divine RELIGION : Which, becauſe 


it is true, muſt poſſeſs all the eternal - 
Characters of Truth. 


Here you he, « from God and Eter- 


. nity, down. to the leaſt Atom and fleet- 
ing Inſtant, only one 0g grand Idea.“ 


P. 78.) 


Here you feel, " rife every Breath, 
every Step, every Thought and Wiſn 


of Man—is a Breath, Step, Thought, 


Wiſh to Heaven or to Hell.“ (p. 110.) 


The Wiſdom of this Religion every | 


Mortal may poſſeſs as perfectly as the 


moſt wonderous Biſbop. And Divinity, 


that never could pretend to the Shadow 
of Demonſtration—is here for the firſt 
Tune a vos. 
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What a: Clearneſs and Simplicity | Try : 


that Science! When you conſider how 


impoſſible it is in your Mind to t611d 


the Power of Omni potence, or the Uni- 
verſe of God, the Order of his infinite 


Wiſdom, the Aion of his infinite Love! 
How impeſjible it is in your Mind——to 
conceive Imperfection, any Thing left 


out, a Whim or Sally, in a Divine 


Work! So, as you never can conceive. 
any Beauty of Nature or. Art, a Palace, 
a Poem, a Symphony, a grand Thought, 
a Reaſoning, a noble Action, &c. where 
you may take away me Parts and leave 
Vacuities, or diſorder the leaſt Propor- 
tion, without deſtroy ing your very Idea 


of that Beauty. When ever, for Inſtance, 


could vou fancy a Female Beauty, and 


leave out the Eyes, or one Arm, making 
what you had left out merely airy and 


nothing? Does not your own Mind 


force you to fill up the Void, and com- 


plete the Beauty? Or when ever could 


you _ a 7. * a Maſter- piece of 
noble 


* 


r * 


noble Architecture, where Parts of the 


Roof, and Parts of the Walls failed? 


Would you not call that only a beautiful: 


Ruin? 


But /o Philoſophy and Divinity, till 
this Day, have treated the immenſe and 
| glorious World of God; which, in the 
vulgar Syſtems, preſents but the Ruins 
of a Divine Univerſe, and where, conſe- 
quently, the Wonders, the magnificent 


Acts of God, appear as abſurd, as the 


Religion that teaches them is low and 


rent, 5 


wy this is the ſupreme Proof of a 


Divine Religion, that it reduces the 


Mind of Man to this Choice: Ether jo 


. muſt deny God, or Ju — 1 1 to this. 
W | 


Yet, though the ſupreme Proof- of 


true Religion be, that it is the only Idea 


7 ble of Gas and his W is. 
| | * 
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till a weighty Confirmation of it in the 


Authority of all great and eminent Men, 2 
nay of all that has been ſublime Genius 
upon Earth. 


For fach a indeed never 
demonſtrated, though full of glaring Er- 
rors, though built on mere Similes of the 


Fancy ſuch was all the primitive Per- 


ſian and Oriental Theology, the myſ- 


terious. Wiſdom of the Egyptians, of 


Orpheus, Pythagoras, Plato, of the 
eldeſt Rabbinic School, of all the con- 
templative Geniuſes wirhin or without. 
the Church. e 

| 8 at © this Time, every Beam of 
Light you may find in any Sect of Re- 
ligion—ſhall be found to be but a 


Glance of the great Idea here demon- 
ſtrated. As, among the Roman- Ca- 
tholics,. the Grandeur of their angelic 
Hierarchies and Heavens, which they 
have meant to. imitate within their 
7 | Church; 


Church; among the Quakers, their 
pure Simplicity, never to admit any Thing 
that is not moſt clear and true; among 
the Myſtics, their Sublimity, to ſee and 
feel but God in all. Whereas Proteſ= 
tantiſm ſeems to be the very Refuſe of all 
Religion; hard, German, Gothic; pre- 
ſenting you not one Glance of Truth, 
nor even ſo much as a ſublime Error. 


And now I dare to tell you that this 
true and Divine Religion is, as to the 
general Character, even that of Eu- 
| NUEL Sw IDN BORG: Who, if God, Spi- 
rits, a Religion, be at all—has certainly 
brought us ſublime Revelations, and 
may be conſidered as a Prophet of a 
third riſing Covenant, or . of open 
Truth. | | 


«Ah he may you perhaps exclaim, and 
1 have heard that Horror fo often 
« was he not nad? * 


And 
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And why? Becauſe he /aw ; Do you 
not the ſame? Or becauſe he ſaw with. 
bis Mind? Again, do you not the ſame 
in this very Inſtant? Why then ? Be- 


cauſe he ſaw a little more than you, 


| had one Degree more of ſpiritual Per- 
" fefion { O bold Folly ! As cafily could, 
in the Eyes of the _ the Preacher of 


Love and Goodne/s be of the Devil, as in 


| your Eyes the Preacher of Truth and 
— can be mad 


e Barker did no Miracles 92 


The Miracle of all Miracles is Truth. 


That is the Eſence of them all. 


When God did Miracles in former 
a Ages, it was not to prove Truth: For, 


one and one is three, cannot be true by a 
thouſand Miracles, nor, one and one is 


- 7wo, leſs clear without any. God, then, 
did Miracles—only to ſtrike with Awe 


the hard Hearts of Mortals, and awake 


Es. their » 


8 49 


l | 


their Attention. This was not neceſſary 
in an Age of Science and Reaſoning as 
now, when God has prepared all for 


* full Perception of Truth. 


From chis Obſervation you may ſee, 


that Miracles are only for Fools, tor Men 


ſtill Brutes, . till ſavage. For when all 
the Miracles are paſſed, there ſtill re- 


mains the ſame great Duty—to ſee and 


: perceive the Truth in your Mind, with- 
out which neither Faith nor Worſhip 
exiſt, So, as you know, that to ſtrike 


the rude Minds of Children with Awe, - 
or charm them to Love, we commonly 
fancy ſomething wonderous and ama- 


: zing, ſomething of a Miracle. 


And for this only Reaſon, under the 


Law of Moſes, in the firſt brute-like 
State or Infancy of the Church of God, 


all was Wonder and Miracles. But in 


the Goſpel of Jeſus all was adapted to 


move the Heart, to ſoften it by Suffering, 
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to aun it through Pity, Charity, every - 
tender Affection, to all the Goodneſs of 


Heaven: That -was the Youth of the 
Church of God. Then followed the 
wild Errors of riſing Strength and 


bolder Imagination, all the Seis as the 
firſt Attempts to manly Reaſoning, all 
the Schemes of Divinity, Catholiciſm, 
Proteſtantiſm, Myſticiſm, &c. At laſt 


comes Manhood, with Maturity of Judg- 


ment, pure Demonſtration, firm Truth. 


And now then, what a Shame, Im- 
pudence, ſtupid Boldneſs—to pats. Sen- 5 


tence without a 7 rial | / 


Formerly, in the Age of ſerious Sa 


perſtition, all great and extraordinary 
Men were called Sorcerers; now, in the 
Age of wanton Impiety, they are called 
Madmen or Impoſtors. But is there one 
of theſe bold Accuſers, that has con- 
ſidered, what the Character of Sorcery, 


e Madneſs, is? 
 - Sorcery 


) 0 00S 
Sorcery is the neareſt Union with 
the Devil upon Earth poſſible, con- 
ſequently the higheſt Wickedne/s : To 
be deemed a Sorcerer, a Man muſt then 
be proved to be wicked, and ſupremely - 
fo. Impoſture is the higheſt natural 
Falſiy and Deceit, grave, deep-ſtudied, 
pompous, ſhining: To be deemed an 
 Inpoflor, a Man muſt then be proved 
to be falſe, and ſupremely ſo. Mad- 
neſs is the higheſt V rong or Error poſ- 
ſible : To be deemed a Madman, a Man 
muſt then be proved to be wrong, and 
ſupremely ſo. Or elſe, whata Fatuity, 
as in Arithmetic, to cry out a Facit of 
Thoufand, and then r not be able to prove 
5 tbree ! F- | | | 


of theſs Characters—the firſt ſhould 

have highly confounded the Jews, ac- 
cuſing. Jeſus ; and the laſt will highly 

confound the Moderns, accuſing Swe- 


Gnhorg, be 
M 5 Net, 


* Tag. J 


Vet, if you dave to RE yourſelf a 


Man, and an upright Man- you muſt 


Judge according to theſe Principles, 


or renounce your Honor. 


er Mad is but a Syllable, the Breath 
of an Inſtant : If that ſhall be enough 


to oppoſe the Wiſdom of the Farth, 


nay of Heaven, farewell Humanity, 
farewell Truth and Juſtice ! 


# # „ „„ „ 


At laſt, O Chriſtians of higher Senſe! 


for whom J write—confider, that in 


the Nature of Six, as declared above, 


the firſt Inſtant is Lie, the ſecond In- 


ſtant Self-deifying, then Folly and every 
Crime; ſo that Lie, or Falſehood, is the 


Principle of all Evil; and that Truth 
is ſo eſſentially important and Divine, 
that if it could pierce into the dark 

Minds of the Devils, they inſtantly ' 

would — the wild Folly of their own 


fancied 


fancied Divinity, and Hell itſelf be 
converted. Secondly, that all that now 
- reigns upon Earth is exactly this Prin- 
ciple of Lie and Self-deifying, exactly 
this Principle of Hell. As you may 
_ evidently ſee in the open Chara#er of 
{ Kings, of Prieſts, of Lords, of Wars, 


of Luxuries; where all is Lie, Deſpo- 


tiſm, Idolatry, infernal and gay Im- 
piety. So that, if you are the Guardian 

Angels of Religion, the true and up- 
right Men of God, take Care of this 
great Day of Trial, and do not refuſe 
the Light of Heaven, nor the ap- 
proaching Happineſs of Mankind. 
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APPENDIX 


THE 


Prixciral BEA U TIES OF 


SWEDENBORG 14 NISM. 


„ % # 


Volcan Religions bets wh 
their Tenets, as received upon 
ſome wild and arbitrary human Authority, 
and then form and ſhape to © theſe. 


 Tenets, their Principles of Truth ; thus 
. forcing at their Will, — 1 


Nature. 


Whence that aſtoniſhing, at once : 
moſt ſtupid and moſt deſperate of all 
Tyrannies——a Probibition of thinking : 


/ — 
- 
» 


Becauſe 


Becauſe the leaſt Glance of Thought. 
would have diſcovered the deſpotic Ab- 

ſurdity of ſuch Tenets, and reſtored to 
us the Principles of Truth, reſtored to 
us Scripture, Reaſon, Nature. 


5 After which n and happy Mo- 
ment, Tyranny would have vaniſhed as 
a a horrid Shade of the Night. 


Not ſo true and Divine Religion 
which gegins with all that is moſt evi- 
dent to Mankind, with Nature, Reaſon, 
and eternal Principles of Truth: Then 
conceives God and his immenſe Order, 
expreſſive of all infinite Wiſdom, Love, 
and Power, that is, expreſſive of Him- 
ſelf: And from this Order ene 
all it's Tenets. 


| So has, as his one Truth, one God, 

one Divine Order, are poſſible—only one 

Religion is poſſible. And all the other, 
with their . Claims and Clamours, 

| are 
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are but the Whims of human F olly, or 


| the dictated Lies of buman Tyranny. 


E „* „ » «„ 


The principal Doctrines of Sweden- 


borg are mere Traits of Divine Order, are 
clear Corollaries of that only Syſtem. c con- 
| ble proved above. 


; For he ſays, | 


. There i is a SPIRITUAL AND INVI- 


- $IBLE UNIVERSE, an immenſe Order of 
| Beings, which tend to God, or which 


tend from God; that is, an immenſe 
Order of Good and Evil, of Heavens. 


| and Hells—for, according to Sweden- 
|  borg, all that is an Action of Truth and 


Goodneſs is an Heaven, and all that is 


an Action of Falſehood and Evil is a 


Hell. By which grand Idea he ſets no 
Baunds to the wy of God's creating 
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Power, nor of his all-ordering Wiſdom, | 


nor of his ſaving Love. 


— 


TL of this 8 AND INVISIBLE. 


UnTvERsr, he ſays, all Nature, with it's 
- viſible Wonders, it's Beauties or-Hor- 
rors, is an Efe#——correſponding na- 
turally with it's Cauſe, and therefore 
ever varying as to the good or the evil 
ſpiritual Agents, to whom this World 


is but a grand continual Scene of Ac- 


tion; 


And under this ſpiritual and inviſible 


Univerſe, Man is as to Influence ; be it 


to Good or to Evil: And in this Uni- 


verſe, as a Spirit himſelf, he may be in 


Fact, through the Power of Viſion or = 


dis internal {| ſpiritual Senſe. | 


I There is no Incquality or Diſpro- 
| Portion in the immenſe Order of God, 
according to the Doctrines of Sweden- 


5 vorg-. | As God 8 eſſential Power, or 
Almigh- 
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Almightineſs, is that of ie Wil. 


| dom and infinite. Love; ſo he is, 


1. Kan and adored as ſuch i in his 
glorious Heaven, in a moſt pure — 
tranſcendant Manner. 


. Revealed agſuch in the ſpiritual World, 
in the Form of a ſpiritual Sun, whoſe 


Light is ſubſtantial Wiſdom, and whoſe 


Fire is ſubſtantial Love. This, ſtrange 
at the firſt Appearance, will be clear, 
when you conſider that Love and Wiſ- 
dom (as all that is Spirit and ſpiritual) 
cannot be a mere Sound, Idea, Shadow, 
Image, but muſt be a real Being, a Di- 
vine 5 ng. 


een, > Expreſſed materially as /uch in his | 


wi/ible Image, our natural Sun,whoſe Light 


and Fire, in this external World, cor- 


reſpond admirably to Wiſdom and 
Love, to Truth and Goodneſs, in: the 
Interior, ſo as Darkneſs and Cold do 
correſpond to Falſchood and Evil. 


Vet, 


„CCC 

Yet, in our viſible World, God was 
revealed and expreſſed ſtill more per- 
fectly in the Perſon of the Redeemer, 


| who may be called the Divine Sun of 
| Humanity. | 


IV. All from God down to the leaſt 
Being of Truth and Goodneſs, is a 

deſcending Order of Spheres, where in 
| each Sphere the Center is a divine 
Spark of Love and Wiſdom, a Beam of 
Uſe and Order, an Influence from God, 
and a Tendency to God, a Union with 

Him, which Union 1 is eſſential Religion. | 


And all Ws Devil in the helliſh 
Pride of his tyrannic Self, up to the 
leaſt and weakeſt Being of Falſehood 
and Evil, is a like Order of Tn. in 
the Influence of Hell. 


80 that in this Order of Influence 
every natural Effect here below is acted 


« , _ ISR at its. 
— at ESE — 
2 


rn 


BY by a Spirit, good or evil; and every 
1K | Spirit i is acted by Heaven or * Hell. | 


it 4 - Thus. moves upon eternal Laws of 
Bs Power and Proportion, the inviſible 
j VDniverſe, with every Variety of Ten- 
WE diency tand Action: Yet, in Defiance of 
1 Darkneſs and Evil, even Hell itſelf 
ſceels, though too proud to confeſs it, 
1 * | that God is the firſt eternal puns and 
[ U 2 the Life of all. = | 


5 


1 | | 

| is | v. 7 5 The N Univerſe i is one con- 
|  tinual Order, ſo the natural World cor- 
| reſponds to the ſpiritual ; and the bi- 
. ritual correſponds to Heaven, which is 
g „ the neareſt Image of God's . 
| | 
| 


And all the Creation of Heaven and 
of the whole ſpiritual Univerſe, as 
Flowers, Trees, ' Mountains, Fields, King- 
© doms, Feaſts, &c. are ſpiritual Effects, ſpi- 
iitual Expreſſions, Correſpondencies, of | 


9 3 the Ti 8 2 and Aﬀedtions of Spirits: : All 
being 
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: being a heavenly World toa heavenly 


Mind. Juſt fo, as all the wonderous 


Worlds created in Dreams do correſ- 


pond to the Aﬀections of Body and 


Mind; all the external Shadows and 
Similes in Scripture to what is inner, 


ſpiritual, and heavenly ; and every Act 
in human Life to the living Principle 


of Man. | 


VI. From this great Idea of Order, 


which is the Soul of Wiſdom, Sweden- 
borg teaches in general, that all that is 


moſt viſible, moſt material, exterior, x 
and loweſt, is yet a Shadow, a paſſing 


Reſemblance of all that is moſt inviſible, 


ſpiritual, interior, and higheſt, up to 


the Divine Eſſence itſelf, which ani. 


mates all; conſequently, all the Hea- 


vens up to God, and all the Hells down - 


to the Devil, are only oppoſite Perfec- 8 


tions of the preſent Good and Evil in 
Man, or in the World. Whence all 


future States are, _ ever higher 
N. and 
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and higher i in Good, or ever deeper and 


deeper in Evil, exact Reſemblances 
of this firſt State of Man and of the 
World. Excepting only that in this 
State Man can change and be re- 
formed; but in the following States 
eternally nor. For, ſays he, admirably 


and divinely, ſuch deep Marks are im- 


preſſed upon the interior Man by the 
Good or Evil here, that inſtantly in the 
other World his deviliſh or angelic 
Affections may be read as in a clear 
Scripture, (juſt as is the Caſe with deep 
and violent Paſſions, as Anger, mur- 
deriſh or whoriſſi Rage, Drunkenneſs, 
&c. upon this Scene, which Paſſions 


mark che Man even to Eye;) and that 
they, being, as it were, naturalized, 


from Will and Habit, with Evil or with 
Good, in that World deſire and ſeek 
only what agrees with their own Af. 
| feQtions, that is, deſire and ſeek only, 


inceſſantly and evermore violently, Hell 
or * | | 
| Therefore, 


CR 
. 


. 


Therefore, according to Sweden 


Horg, is the State after Death a mere 


Continuance of Life, though progreſſive: 


Man polleſſing the very ſame Thoughts, 
 Aﬀections, mental Character; and 


through them creating .to himſelf the 


very ſame Situation of Vice or Virtue, 


of Woe or Happineſs—finding before 


him the very ſame Opportunities for 
Truth and Goodneſs, for Falſchood and 


Evil —and fo advancing. freely him/elf to 


Heaven or Hell; growing by Degrees 
of ſpiritual Deformity inſenſibly a Devil, 


or by Degrecs of ſpiritual Beauty inſen- 


fibly an _ 


| . Here you. have no flaming Wrath « 
a de ſpotic God, that throws Man in an 


Lilla. headlong doun into a Pit of 
Fire: Which is 10 Order... | 


= Upon - the fre Principle, Sweden- 
borg clearly proves the Abſurdity of 


almoſt the whole vulgar Divinity, as 
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of a Salvation in an Inſtant through an 


inconceivable Faith; of a laſt Fudgment 
with a wild tumultuous Ruin of all 
Nature—which is the very Oppoſite of 


Wiſdom, Proportion, Order ; and which 
Judgment he ſhews to mean but a 


mental Revolution of Dofrines in the | 


op World, &c. 


VII. Vet, engl all theſe Doc- 


trines be ſublime and wonderous, there 
ſtill is one Doctrine ſo peculiar to Swe- 
denborg that it will appear not leſs new | 


than aſtoniſhing in itſelf. That is his 
Idea of Marriage or Conjugal Love— 


| Which he looks upon as the very E. 


fence of heavenly Foy, and the only State 


of Man where the Divine Influence can 


be truly received; becauſe the myſtic 


Union of Man and the Lord himſelf 


Is e elſe an juſt ſuch a Love. 


| "This, however, in * Syſtem, * 
very natural: For, teaching that all 
| En | has - 


„ 
has an inner Divine Correſpondence, 
and, particularly, that all that is in- 
ferior is only a Mean of conveying a ſu- 
perior Influence, good or evil, from 
Heaven or Hell —ſo the conjugal Union 
is indeed the moſt admirable of ſuch 
Means. And, even naturally, conjugal 
Love is clearly the firſt noble Trial of 
| heavenly Love here below, being a 
Sacrificing of one's Self for a higher 
and Divine Order of . | 


| a, be ſays, enlightens the Wife 
from his ſuperior Underſtanding or 
Wiſdom; and ſhe infames him from 
her ſuperior Love or Affection: So that 
they form within themſelves, in their 
ſacred Union, a Heaven of Wiſdom 
and of Love. Whence this Conjugal 
Union, or Marriage, is to. be con- 
tinued in the future World and all the 


Heavens eternally ; the Errors of Choice 


here being there corrected ; and the A 
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venly rice will then be, not Chil- 
dren, as here below, but new Powers: 
of Wiſdom and Love, new Virtues, new : 
Divine Bliſs. _ | 
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Which Doctrine, if it be not a Beauty, 
there indeed never exiſted 4 Beauty of 
the human Mind. 
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